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This is my final
report as your com-
modore, and I have
many people to

thank for helping me through the year.
First, I want to thank the members of
this year’s LYSA Board. Tom Cooke was
very helpful with contracts and negotia-
tions for a five year agreement with MID
that includes dry storage for fifteen boats.
Jay Sousa’s advice got me through the
first few months and was invaluable all
year long. I appreciated Scott Foster’s
level-headed consideration of club issues
and his desire to see the club own a com-
mittee boat. Amy Boehme is simply one
of those people who gets things done; I
am very grateful to her for all of her help
this year. Together, Scott and Amy man-
aged to produce our new membership
handbook. As port captain, Tim Harden
did everything within his power to build
new slips and, even though the weather
did not cooperate this year, I am sure he
will be successful in the coming year.  In
terms of improving the docks, he and
Mike Strealy accomplished a great deal.
Billy Goldfoos cooked some very good
meals this year, and I know we will all
appreciate his prime rib dinner at our
Christmas party this month. Craig
Anderson, as always, kept the house in
top shape throughout the year. Jim
Strealy was a conscientious and easy-go-
ing guy to work with, and I have really
enjoyed having him on the board this
year. Again, thank you LYSA Board
members.

I have already mentioned how help-
ful Mike Strealy was during dock work
this year. With Tim Harden, he volun-
teered many of his weekend hours to

From the Helm
Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler, Commodore

nail, weld, and do just about anything
that needed doing. And as our web mas-
ter, he was always efficient. He deserves
every club member’s gratitude. I also want
to thank past commodores Ed Dietz, Ed
Green, and Wes Unruh for their moral
support. Their input and encouragement
meant a lot to me. My heartfelt thanks
also to Bruce Fultz, who agreed to act as
sergeant-at-arms this year. There are
many other club members whose friend-
ship was valuable, but I don’t have the
space here to list them all. You know who
you are, and I thank you.

Our new board is not really very
new, but a few board members have been
replaced. It’ll be great to have Ed Dietz
organizing our cruises again. Bruce Fultz
will take over as our coordinator of so-
cial events. Ed and Matt Loeffler once
shared this position a few years ago, and
it turned out to be a good move for every-
one. I’m sure it will work to the club’s
benefit again. Jerry Johnson will take
over as vice commodore.  He comes to
the position with a lot of ideas and en-
thusiasm. Tom Cooke is already
chomping at the bit to begin his posi-
tion as commodore, and I’m sure he’ll
bring a deep commitment and energy to
his new job. Jim Strealy is returning for
a command performance as racing cap-
tain, with the addition of Lewis Overton
to organize a protest committee and help
make some other changes. We are all very
lucky to have Amy, Tim, and Scott on
board for 2006. Jay Sousa, of course, will
be gone but not forgotten.  As past com-
modore, he organized our most success-
ful regatta and open  house to date.
Thanks for all you’ve done, Jay. You de-
serve a break, but don’t be surprised if

someone asks you to run for something
again in the near future. Now would be a
good time to begin practicing all of the
possible intonations of the word “no.”

I look forward to my new position
as past commodore. Some members
have already volunteered their time to
help with the regatta and open house. If
you’re interested in being involved with
either of these fund raisers, please let me
know as soon as possible. I will be send-
ing out information about the regatta to
clubs by the 1st of January. The regatta is
scheduled for the weekend of May 19th
and the open house will be on August
19th.

At the last meeting, Tom Cooke in-
formed me that some members are in
need of keys. Please contact me at home
if you are keyless. I usually go into Merced
a few times a day and can drop one by
your house.

Our next two big events are the
Christmas party on the 3rd and the Su-
per Bowl party. Check out Billy’s article
for information about the Christmas
party. Information about the Super Bowl
party will be in January’s newsletter.
The contract for dry storage is currently
being written. If you have any suggestions
or questions, contact Tom Cooke, Jerry
Johnson, or Lewis Overton. They prefer
to keep their meetings private, but I’m
sure they’re willing to listen to input from
club members. Currently, boats are just
being parked on a first come, first serve
basis but this is supposed to change once
the details of dry storage are worked out.
If you want to take advantage of this great
opportunity, now is the time to let the
dry storage committee know.

Happy holidays. D
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Short Tacks
Tom Cooke, Vice Commodore

Great end of
season party. Thank
you Billy Goldfoos
for the great steaks.

Best Costume for adults went to Marvin
Heppner as Austin Powers (shagadelic
baby!).

Congratulations to the new board
members for next year. Our new vice
commodore is Jerry Johnson and our
new social & cruising captain is Bruce
Fultz. All other board members are vet-
erans of this year’s board wars.

Five months of off-season boat stor-
age in the parking lot at the lake will be
available for $100.00 dollars. As of No-
vember 20 we still have several spaces
available so sign up now to park it
through March 31st. Also, if anyone has
a boat parked at the lake now, you will be
assessed the fee with your membership
dues. If you don’t wish to pay the fee
please move your boat immediately.

We will be assigning Dry Sailing
Spaces for April 1st through October
31st. Sign up for a slot with the list at the

clubhouse, or call Jerry Johnson to get
on it. The fee is $180. There are specific
rules and conditions for use of the Dry
Sailing Spaces. These will be posted
soon.

Lastly, a huge thanks to Commodore
Loeffler and Past Commodore Sousa for
leading the club through this year. Their
guidance and management of the fund
raiser events (open house and regattas)
was superb. A lot was accomplished too.
We now have long term leases for the
clubhouse and the docks, the grounds
have never looked better, the clubhouse
has a new stove and counter/storage area,
we have a club roster on our internet web
site, updated member handbooks (they’ll
be mailed with your new PICYA cards
soon), and a strong growing member-
ship of nearly 100 families.

Our financials are stronger than ever
allowing us comfortable room to further
improve the facilities and docks and buy
a better race committee boat. And lastly
a balanced budget for next year without
raising dues. Great job folks! D

LYSA Christmas Party
Saturday, December 3rd

5:00 PM
LYSA Clubhouse

Prime Rib Potluck Dinner
LYSA provides the meat and you bring your own

beverages and a side dish or dessert to share.

Gift Exchange
Participants should bring a wrapped gift

valued at NO LESS than $15.00 appropriate for a man or woman. Parents
please note that we are not doing the steal a gift with the children so if

you want them to have a gift to open please bring one.

RSVP or More Information
Contact Bill Goldfoos at 383-4251.
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As I enter my
last month on the
LYSA board I
thought I would

take this opportunity to reflect on the
past three years of serving LYSA. There
were definitely some stormy waters to
navigate through during the three years I
served as vice commodore, commodore,
and finally past commodore. As sailors,
guiding your vessel through these storms
to calm waters are what makes our sport
satisfying, the same is true being on the
board of LYSA. It has been an incredibly
satisfying three years.

I feel good at where we are as a club.
We have a great facility that is the envy of
many people in our community. And
thanks to some dedicated people new
docks are on the way along with our new
dry sailing storage area that will allow
even more people access to sailing on

Crow’s Nest
Jay Sousa, Past Commodore

our Lake. We have an established, grow-
ing regatta and open house that increases
our standing in the sailing community
and our local community. But best of all
are the people, the LYSA membership…
so many of you gave of your time and
talents to make this club what it is today.
I want to thank all of you who did so
much during my three year’s on the
board.

Diane and I look forward to being
regular active members next year, help-
ing out where we can.

Finally, I want everyone to support
Commodore Cooke and the 2006 Board.
We have great people doing their very
best to move the club forward, but they
need your support. Please get involved as
much as possible to insure LYSA remains
the finest Yacht Club around.

Fairwinds and Happy Holiday’s.
Jay, Diane & Jared D

Here are the
2005 LYSA Summer
Racing Series re-
sults:

1st Half Open Fleet
First Place – Bill Goldfoos, Peggy &

Tommy Lawler; Second Place – Dennis
Wainwright, Guy Near; Third Place –
Steve Leonard, Richard Paul

2nd Half Open Fleet
First Place – Chuck Rockholt, Tim

Packwood, Jimmy Schriber; Second
Place – Steve Leonard, Richard Paul; Third
Place – Dennis Wainwright, Guy Near

Overall Open Fleet
First Place – Dennis Wainwright,

Guy Near; Second Place – Steve Leonard,
Richard Paul; Third Place – Chuck
Rockholt, Tim Packwood, Jimmy
Schriber

1st Half Catalina 22 Fleet
First Place – Jerry Johnson, Chris

Miller, Jim Powell; Second Place – Ed
Green, Tom Cooke; Third Place – Robert

On the Wind
Jim Strealy, Racing Captain

Schmidt
2nd Half Catalina 22 Fleet
First Place – Jerry Johnson, Chris

Miller, Jim Powell; Second Place – Rachel
Hadley, Brad Harding; Third Place – Ed
Green, Tom Cooke

Overall Catalina 22 Fleet
First Place – Jerry Johnson, Chris

Miller, Jim Powell; Second Place – Rachel
Hadley, Brad Harding; Third Place – Ed
Green, Tom Cooke

Combined Fleets
First Place – Dennis Wainwright,

Guy Near; Second Place – Jerry Johnson,
Chris Miller, Jim Powell; Third Place –
Chuck Rockholt, Tim Packwood, Jimmy
Schriber

Most Improved Sailor
Tom Cooke
Crew Person of the Year
Mike Strealy
What a great year. Congratulations

to all the winners.
“Wind is a good thing.” D

Holiday
Eating Tips
Author Unknown

1. Avoid carrot sticks. Anyone who
puts carrots on a holiday buffet table
knows nothing of the Christmas spirit.
In fact, if you see carrots, leave immedi-
ately. Go next door, where they’re serv-
ing rum balls.

2. Drink as much eggnog as you can.
And quickly. Like fine single-malt
scotch, it’s rare. In fact, it’s even rarer
than single-malt scotch. You can’t find it
any other time of year but now. So drink
up! Who cares that it has 10,000 calories
in every sip? It’s not as if you’re going to
turn into an eggnog-a-holic or some-
thing. It’s a treat. Enjoy it. Have one for
me. Have two. It’s later than you think.
It’s Christmas!

3. If something comes with gravy,
use it. That’s the whole point of gravy.
Gravy does not stand alone. Pour it on.
Make a volcano out of your mashed po-
tatoes. Fill it with gravy. Eat the volcano.

4. As for mashed potatoes, always ask
if they’re made with skim milk or whole
milk. If it’s skim, pass. Why bother? It’s
like buying a sports car with an automatic
transmission.

5. Do not have a snack before going
to a party in an effort to control your eat-
ing. The whole point of going to a Christ-
mas party is to eat other people’s food for
free. Lots of it. Hello?

6. Under no circumstances should
you exercise between now and New
Year’s. You can do that in January when
you have nothing else to do. This is the
time for long naps, which you’ll need
after circling the buffet table while car-
rying a 10-pound plate of food and that
vat of eggnog.

7. If you come across something re-
ally good at a buffet table, like frosted
Christmas cookies in the shape and size
of Santa, position yourself near them and
don’t budge. Have as many as you can
before becoming the center of attention.
They’re like a beautiful pair of shoes. If
you leave them behind, you’re never go-
ing to see them again.

8. Same for pies. Apple. Pumpkin.

Continued on page 4
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End of Season
Special Awards
Target of the Year Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Anderson
For his special ability during sailing races to manage to always be on a
starboard tack in front of approaching boats lacking visibility and for being
so good natured and a good sport after recovering from the crash.

Wrong Way Willie Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rob Glasgow
For his sailing expertise but lack of direction at the High Sierra Regatta,
Huntington Lake, California, July 2005.

Special Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jacob Harden
As crewman on EC Rider, a Catalina 25, at the High Sierra Regatta, Hunting-
ton Lake, California, July 2005.

Hazard Extraction of the Year Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Davis
For his special skill demonstrated by capturing and evicting a opossum from
the LYSA clubhouse facilities.

Calamity of the Year Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John French
For running aground, destroying his centerboard, and guiding his MacGregor
26 into a patch of killer hyacinth plants that rendered his boat dead in the
water all on the San Joaquin River on the September 2005 LYSA Delta Cruise.

Commodores Annual Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Boehme
For her dedication to the Lake Yosemite Sailing Association and always
being available for any and all tasks and projects.

Commodores Annual Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Strealy
For being an all around good guy and especially for his expertise in estab-
lishing and maintaining the LYSA website, barbecue manufacturing, and
welding everything.

Sand Bar Bob Annual Award  . . . . Matt Loeffler (skipper of EC Rider)
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and Ed Dietz (crewman on EC Rider)
Matt for trying to shortcut during a LYSA race and ending up moving the
island at least two feet and Ed for going overboard to push the Catalina 25
with a fin keel off the island while Matt remained nice and dry at the tiller.

S.H.A.R.E.
A Little

If you haven’t received your
Savemart S.H.A.R.E.S. card yet it will be
in your mailbox soon. Keep the card in
your wallet or purse and use it next time
you purchase anything at Savemart. A
portion of the money you spend will be
returned to our club.

There are two easy ways to use it. If
you shop Savemart on a regular basis
then you can pre-load the card with
money and use it just like a debit card.
Or you can hand the card to the teller at
the time of purchase and ask her to put
whatever your spending at that time on
the card first.

It takes only a few seconds, doesn’t
cost you any more money and helps keep
your LYSA club dues low — 3% or so of
your purchase comes back to us. That
could be $300 a month or more for the
club if we get a good turn out. Thanks for
your participation and support of this
program. D

Dollars & Cents
Amy Boehme, Treasurer

The end of year
is near! If you have
any receipts to turn
in for reimburse-

ment please submit them now.
Membership dues and slip fees for

2006 will remain the same as last year. I
will be sending out invoices in January.

I will be prorating the fee for busi-
ness card ads in January in order to es-

tablish an annual billing in May. If you
would like to advertise your business it is
$35.00 for a business card ad.

The data base for emails and online
with PICYA is being updated. If you do
not want to be listed, please let me know.
If you would like to receive club updates
and information by email, please send
your email address to me at
amyboehme@sbcglobal.net.  D

Mincemeat. Have a slice of each. Or, if
you don’t like mincemeat, have two
apples and one pumpkin. Always have
three. When else do you get to have more
than one dessert? Duh?

9. Did someone mention fruitcake?
Granted, it’s loaded with the mandatory,
celebratory calories, but avoid it at all
cost. I mean, have some standards.

10. One final tip: If you don’t feel
terrible when you leave the party or get
up from the table, you haven’t been pay-
ing attention. Reread tips; start over, but
hurry, January is just around the corner.
Remember this motto to live by:

“Life should NOT be a journey to
the grave with the intention of arriving
safely in an attractive and well preserved
body, but rather to skid in sideways,
chocolate in one hand, eggnog in the
other, body thoroughly used up, totally
worn out and screaming “WOO HOO
what a ride!” D

Continued from page 3

Holiday Eating Tips
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Classifieds
Dorsette Runabout 15' 12/05

Boat is in very good condition. Mo-
tor runs excellent, 50HP low hour
Johnson outboard. Current tags,
trailer, new battery, fish finder, troll-
ing plate, and other extras. Asking
$850.00. Contact Conrad Fournier
at (209) 723-3911 or 385-9905.

Victory Keel Boat 21' 11/05

Includes trailer and complete set of
sails (jib 135 and 150). Weighs 1350
lbs. — easy to trailer. Boat was de-
signed for the beginner. Asking
$1,800.00. Contact Ken Rockholt at
kenrock@cwo.com.

1981 Lancer 25' 09/05

Fixed keel with tandem trailer, full
set of sails plus two spinneys, bimini,
6HP Johnson, and VHF Radio. Con-
tact Greg or Tracy at (209) 722-1113.

Classified advertisements are printed
as a free service to members. The rate
for non-members is $5.00. Ads run
for three months. Extensions must be
requested. Please notify Light Air when
your item sells.

The new sea-
son is approaching
rapidly, and we are
looking forward to

both social activities and sailing. This year
has many promising changes and addi-
tions which should enhance our club ex-
perience at Lake Yosemite.

Cruising and Social activities will be
managed by committee. Ed Dietz will
arrange cruising events as he has done
in the past, Joey Fultz will plan the menus
and occasions at the clubhouse, and I will
do what I’m told. Since we are following
in the footsteps of Bill Goldfoos, who
ably managed all of these functions
single-handedly, we are hoping that a
crew of three will suffice.

The first event of the year, of course,
is the second annual Frostbite Regatta. It
will be primarily a social occasion since
the sailing venue at the lake is somewhat
limited at this time of the year… last year
there was a lot of fun with the Hobie
Cats and the Sabots (which are secreted
away in the shed for most of the year,
being held in reserve for this event). It
would be great to get some additional

Waypoints
Bruce Fultz, Cruising & Social Captain

boats on the water on January 1st, so
those of you with dinghies, put the day
on the calendar. Joey is planning a menu
to include bratwurst and hot dogs, with
perhaps sauerkraut, and sides and hors
d’oeuvres provided by members and par-
ticipants. We still need some additional
volunteer help from club members, so
please step up to the plate… more par-
ticipation equals more fun for all.

The second event will, of course, be
the Superbowl-Sunday event, always a
lot of fun. Joey is planning hamburgers,
hot dogs, and, of course, chili. Please plan
to bring chips, dips, and sides to support
this. We are still looking for someone to
set up the betting pool as well as other
games and activities for the kids. Give us
a call, or we’ll come looking for you.

As soon as dates are firmed up for
the rest of the traditional social calen-
dar, we will provide additional informa-
tion. We would like to propose additional
events, both formally planned and short
notice throughout the year, so if you have
any ideas let Ed, Bruce, or Joey know
about them.

See you at the lake. D

The year 2005
is fast coming to a
close, and what a
great year it’s been.

There have been many obvious improve-
ments to the house and grounds this year
and there will be many more to come in
2006. Two major projects that need to
be tackled this year are replacing the roof

The Home Front
Craig Anderson, House Captain

and giving the house a new coat of paint.
These projects are not too tough, but will
take many hands to get done fairly eas-
ily. Please help out when called upon as
it is your clubhouse and is available to
you for your enjoyment. As always, If you
have any suggestions or requests, just ask
and we’ll see what we can do to help out.
Thanks for a fantastic year. D

By the time this newsletter comes
out the water should be draining so that
we can build some new slips this winter.
The water level should be low enough by
mid December for construction to start.
I would like to remind everyone that
these docks are built by members of our
club. I will post work days on our website
and also make phone calls. Remember
that many hands make light work. D

Dock
Talk
Tim Harden,
Port Captain

Have a Merry Christmas!
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For the
Record
Scott Foster,
Secretary

Board Minutes, 11/01/05
Meeting called to order 6:40 PM by

Tom Cooke. Officers present were Craig
Anderson, Amy Boehme, Billy Goldfoos,
Jim Strealy, Tim Harden, and Jay Sousa.
Also present were newly elected board
members Jerry Johnson, Bruce Fultz, and
Ed Dietz. Minutes from the October gen-
eral membership meeting were read and
accepted.

Reports:
House Captain, Craig Anderson –

Repairs are still needed to the roof. Wa-
ter spots are evident in some areas. A
temporary patch is planned for now. Tom
Cooke to get in touch with MID for an
action plan. We also need to repaint the
house and expect the cost to be $150 to
$200 for paint. The sprinkler system is
working better now. Some tools were
purchased (a rake) and some winter
house supplies. Motion was made to ap-
prove temporary patch repairs to the roof
(M/S/P).

Cruising and Social Captain, Billy
Goldfoos – The end of season party was a
success. Thanks Jim Strealy and others
for their help. Christmas Party to be held
at the clubhouse on Saturday, Dec. 3rd.
Prime rib dinner is planned.

Dock Captain, Tim Harden – The
floating docks have been moved to pre-
vent damage. Targeting end of Novem-
ber to begin dock work if the water lev-
els cooperate.

Secretary, Scott Foster – The mem-
bership handbooks are printed. The
handbooks, the Savemart S.H.A.R.E.S.
cards, and new PICYA cards are going to
be sent to members as soon as possible.

Treasurer, Amy Boehme – Dock and
General account balance were reported.

New Business:
There will be a discussion and final

vote on usage and fees for dry sailing slips
held at the December 13 membership
meeting. Also to be discussed will be
membership’s approval of next year’s
budget. If you are interested in these im-

Join us
for the next

Membership
Meeting

Tuesday, December 13th

LYSA Clubhouse

6:30 PM Potluck Social

7:00 PM Meeting

Bring a dish to share
and your favorite beverage.

portant club issues please attend the
meetings.

Recommendations for use of dry sail-
ing slips was presented by committee.
Motion was made to accept recommen-
dations with amendment to charge $100
per space for non-season use October
through February (M/S/P).

Income from use of dry sailing slips
over next year’s active sailing season,
March through September, was conser-
vatively estimated at $1800 (10 boats
@$180 each). This amount was added
to the budget as a separate line item.

After review and discussion of bud-
get particulars a motion was presented
to accept the budget as proposed with an
amendment to add the $1800 income
for dry sailing slips leaving a balanced
budget with a $64 surplus for 2006. The
budget is to be reviewed again in March
and in June for updates (M/S/P).

Good of the Order:
A special thanks to all that helped

with the end of season party, especially
Craig Anderson, Jim Strealy, Billy
Goldfoos, Ed Dietz, and Matt Loeffler.
Also a special thanks to Amy Boehme
for preparing the budget.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Membership Minutes, 11/08/05
Meeting called to order 7:05 PM by

Brigitte Loeffler. All officers present.
Minutes from the Nov. 1 board meeting
were read and accepted.

Old Business:
Amy presented the budget that was

drafted and approved at the Nov. 1 board
meeting. A copy was posted for mem-
bers to review. The budget would receive
final approval by vote of the member-
ship later during the meeting. The 2006
budget was balanced with historical rev-
enue and expense data with no increases
in dock fees or membership dues. Our
current financial status will allow for full
dock expansion and significant mainte-
nance work. It will also allow purchase
of a decent race committee boat, and
money for house repairs.

Wes Unruh suggested the fundraiser
income from the special events the club
holds be removed as income producers
in the budget. Instead the funds raised
could be used for specific projects as
needed. After some discussion it was de-
cided to let next year’s board consider it.

The committee that was formed to
establish a dry sailing program presented
a final draft of their recommendations
to the membership. Basically, the park-
ing spaces in front of the white fence
line and the areas in front of the storage
shed and garage are slotted to accommo-
date up to 15 vessels on trailers. Guide-
lines and rules will soon be posted. Dis-
cussion to have an entity or entities re-
sponsible for administering the program
was had.

Votes were tallied regarding up to
$6,000 be allotted for a race committee
boat. All proxy votes were counted and
those present at the meeting were also
allowed to vote if they had not sent in a
proxy card. The motion was approved
with a total of 26 votes, 16 for and 10
against.

At 7:30 a 10 minute recess was held
to allow any that had not had a chance
to review the budget to do so. Motion to
approve the budget as presented (M/S/P).

Good of the Order:
Use your new Savemart S.H.A.R.E.S.

card for the holidays — 3% of what you
spend comes back to the club.

Meeting adjourned 7:50 PM.

(This is a summary of the minutes.
For the complete minutes see Minutes
Book) D
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Advertisements

Conrad B. Fournier
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PO Box 3994
Merced, CA 95344

Visit Our
Website
For detailed information

regarding our association and
last minute updates we invite

you to visit our Website.

lakeyosemitesailing.org

Change Service Requested

Upcoming
Events

December 03
Christmas Party

December 06
Board Meeting

December 13
General Membership Meeting and
Potluck

January 01
Frostbite Regatta

January 03
Board Meeting

January 10
General Membership Meeting and
Potluck

Chorus

Sailor’s bells
Trim the sails

Anchors all away
Oh what fun it is to sail
On a windy winter’s day

Ocean swells
Fishy smells

Neptunes deep in bed
Chart a course to windward
On a compass line we head
Slicing through the foam

On a 40 foot O’Day
Over the waves we go
Heeling all the way

Bosun’s whistle blows
Main is pulled in tight

Oh what fun to sail and sing
A pirates song tonight

Sailor’s Bells
Sung to the tune “Jingle Bells”

By Scott Foster

Repeat chorus

Now it’s time to tack
Better watch your head

Boom will swing across the pit
You’ll end up getting wet
First Mate needs a beer
Captain’s drinkin’ rum

Crewmates shout a boisterous cheer
We’re havin so much fun, ‘hoy!


