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Weôre almost there! 

After the lake was nearly full, the 

water quickly dropped.  No doubt 

in anticipation of a big runoff 

from the mountains. But as of 

April 1, ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ.  
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   The vernal equinox has passed and the days are defi-
nitely getting longer. The spring rains and strong winds 
are here and the lake level is up, up, up. There has 
been some significant activity happening at the lake. 
Chris and his crew have repaired and replaced a good 
portion of the wobbly docks. Mike Allen and his electri-
cal class have been rewiring the garage to bring it into 
safety compliance. The grounds are looking better all 
the time, and as I write this Amy and Kathi are giving 
the meeting room a 
fresh coat of paint. 
We will be privileged 
to enjoy a clean and 
safe clubhouse and 
docks for the up-
coming sailing sea-
son. Many thanks 
go out to all who 
have pitched in and 
lent their time and 
talents to make our 
place better for all. 

   The St. Patrickôs 
Dinner was most 
excellent. Try not to miss the next event like this as we 
celebrate the fellowship of sailors and the blessings we 
enjoy.  If you have any suggestions for an event please 
let anyone on the board know so we can pursue even 
more social events for our membership and guests.  

   Our 13
th
 annual LYSA Regatta is just around the cor-

ner.  We have been getting confirmations from other 
fleets and clubs that will be in attendance, and it should 
prove to be a successful endeavor. Please look at our 
website for details and step up to participate to make 
this yearô s event the best ever.  

   Opening Day is scheduled for May 7
th
.  Do come out 

and launch your vessel, help others and bring an appe-
tite to partake in another gastronomic pleasure.  Racing 
begins the following week and we should have another 
fantastic year of Thursday night competition. 

   See you on the water and the club, Craig 



Past Commodore  

Scott Foster  

   At our March membership meeting we reviewed an-
swers from a survey that was sent to all LYSA mem-
bers.  One of the results from several questions asked 
was different than what I expected.  The question was 
in regards to the club house.  Should we expand it or 
simply repair it as needed?  The survey results indicat-
ed an overwhelming 3 to 1 majority for only repairing 
things as needed.  I think this response may have been 
due to the wording of the question, i.e. ñextensive re-
modelingò, or due to a lack of understanding what re-
modeling is planned and how it will be funded.  I would 
certainly understand not wanting to remodel it if our 
membership dues were being used to upgrade some-
one elseôs property.  But that is not the case.  

   One of the things accomplished last year was putting 
together long term plans for expansion of the club facili-
ties.  This expansion included relocating and updating 
the bathroom, building a deck on the side of the house, 
opening the kitchen area to provide easier access for 
cooking when we host large parties, and replacing win-
dows.  The cost of these upgrades will essentially be 
funded mostly through MID because when we spend 
club money to fix the house we lease from MID they 
give us a credit towards our monthly rent.  We are only 
borrowing club money temporarily.  We use our mem-
bership for labor which MID does not reimburse us for, 
but they credit us for materials we use.  When we re-
paired the roof we were provided a credit towards our 
rent.  It lasted about a year.  That credit has since run 
out.  We are now paying $100 per month to MID for 
rent, thatôs $1200 of membership dues this year we will 
never see a return on.   

   The LYSA board sent out the survey to help better 
guide their responsiveness to the majority wishes of its 
membership.  From the survey result it seems member-
ship is content with just keeping the place as is.  Where 
would we be however if that was the case 10 years 
ago.  We would have a mud pit at the back door with 
no cement pad to put tables and chairs on, no white 
picket fence to separate us from the fray of the park, no 
barbecue pit to roast 10 tri-tips at a time on, no new 
lighting in the club house, the yard or garage.  All of 
these were improvements that were reimbursed to us 
in the form of our rent to MID. 

   We all realize that times are tight.  That every dollar 

counts and that your money should not be spent on 

frivolity.  We were successful in extending our dock 

lease from the county for a period of ten years.  We are 

hoping to do the same with our lease on the house 

from MID that will soon be negotiated.  Wouldnôt it be 

nice if your dues were used for something other than 

paying the rent?   If this clarifies some things and you 

change your mind about what we should be doing with 

the club house please let a board member know. 

   Here it is, April.  Work is taking place on the docks 
under the watchful eye of Chris Betts our outstanding 
dock Captain.  It would 
help if the weather would 
cooperate with his 
schedule. 
   Opening Day is coming 
up soon and as I write 
this and it is my under-
standing the water is 
once again filling the lake 
and once again we will 
enjoy the benefits of be-
longing to LYSA. I look 
forward to the camarade-
rie and good times 
whether it be racing, BBQôs, Parties or just sitting on 
the boat with snacks, liquid refreshments and watching 
the beautiful sunsets. 
   Please try to remember when using the club facilities 
that they are for all members to enjoy. Be respectful of 
others feelings. Be respectful of others that are using 
the facility with their guests. Refrain from spreading 
rumors and or talking negatively about other members. 
Thereôs an old saying, when you start throwing dirt, all 
you do is lose a lot of ground.  Keep it positive. 
  C-ya  on the water,  Thom 
 

Vice Commodore  

Thom Grimaldi  



Cruise/Social Capt.  

Kathi Brown -Fournier  

Hello Friends and Sailors!             
  The St. Paddyôs Party had a great turnout of mem-
bers. About 25 of us came together for a wonderful 
evening of great food and conversation. Craig Ander-
son and Thom Grimaldi did a great job preparing the 
corned beef and cabbage, and a lot of it green food 
showed up. Thanks to all!!  
--THIS MONTH is our trip to the Strictly Sail Boat Show 
at Jack London Square in Oakland. We will be meeting 
Friday morning April 15

th
, (at Save Mart in Atwater). 

Spending all day Friday at the show. There are several 
parties going on Friday night after the show. Saturday 
go out on boats on the bay, dinner Saturday night, 
breakfast Sunday morning and then carpool home. 
Hotel reservations can be made at the Marina Village 
Inn (800) 345-0304 or online at marinavilliageinn.com 
Internet price is around 84.00 Calling hotel direct is 
$109. I suggest making reservations online.  
Here are just a few events at the show : 
Wide Selection of Boats & Gear. Over 100 vendors. 
See the Americaôs Cup: The oldest trophy in sports 
comes to Strictly Sail Pacific. Meet the team and hear 
the latest news about the 34th Americaôs Cup being 
held on San Francisco Bay in 2013. 
FREE daily seminars from the top names in sailing. 
Interactive, Hands-On Demos. 
Free Sailboat Rides and FREE two-hour sailing les-
sons. 
Parties and live music ï plus activities for all the family. 
CONTACT:  (1) Kathi Brown-Fournier, Cel 209-947-
3722, email kathi6280@yahoo.com  (2) Ed Dietz, Cel 
209-628-8249, email eddietz42@yahoo.com.    
Here is a link to the website:  
www. strictlysailpacific.com . . . check it out! 
See you at the lake! 
 

 

   We really got our monies worth with the rain this 
March.  Our snow pack is at least 150% as of the 22

nd
 

of March which means that we will have plenty of water 
for the next two years.  Our lake started to fill up 
around the 14

th
 of March and has remained high 

enough to maintain boats on the floating docks.  We 
should have some boats in the water before the end of 
March. 

   As of the First day of Spring most of the dock work as 
been completed.  However, because of the incessant 
rains, we may be working for a few more hours in April, 
weather permitting. 

   Race Committee members are scheduled to meet for 
training on the new computer program on April 9, 2010 
at 10 AM.  Our own Professor Strealy will put on a clin-
ic for the rest of us Luddites.   

   A note to all Racers, due to the skyrocketing costs of 
fuel and food, we will be increasing our yearly entry fee 
from $10.00 to $20.00.   

   Please check out our April calendar online for the 
various activities and events scheduled for this month.  
We have our monthly potluck on the 12

th
, Our Commo-

dore will be hosting a Tax Relief Burrito and Margarita 
night on the 15

th
, and for those of us who like to check 

out all the boats we canôt afford, there is the Strictly 
Sail Boat Show in Oakland on the 14

th
 through the 17

th
.  

Kathi Fournier has some tickets for the show so if you 
are interested please contact her. 

   April will be a great month for sailing.  Now is the 
time to spruce up your boat and get it into the water as 
soon as possible.  Happy sailing.  See you at the lake. 

Race Captain  

Tom Cooke  

Opening Day! 

Saturday, May 7 

Food, Fun, Camaraderie 

Check the web, emails, and next 

ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ! 



   Itôs been a busy off season for some of our fellow 
LYSA members.  Some have spent the time sailing and 
racing on the bay and elsewhere. 
   Weôll recap all the goings-on, but to start things off, 
hereôs a report from John Barrere: 
    

ñContinuing to flog the dinghy horse, John Barrere was 
quite active in both the Laser and Force 5 this winter. 
He sailed Lasers most Sundays at Richmond YC, mak-
ing the first two (Dec & Jan) Small Boat Midwinters 
days and most of the junior-associated Sunday after-
noon racing through the end of January. The results 
can be summarized as - if I could get a decent start 
(pretty unlikely) AND the 
wind was no more than 10 
kts, I was very competitive. 
In bigger breeze (esp with 
chop), BIG problems. To try 
to address these issues 
with the Laser Masters 
Worlds coming up this Au-
gust on the city front in SF 
Bay, I attended a week-long 
clinic for Laser Masters in 
La Cruz, MX. I learned a lot, 
but still a LONG way to go 
to be more competitive, 
even in the Great Grand Master (>65) fleet. 
   I also sailed in the F5 midwinters in Key Largo, FL in 
late Feb. We had great conditions and the biggest fleet 
(30 boats) in the last 15 years. Many sailed the new 
short rig which makes the boat much less tender. I had 
a few good races (full rig) but wasn't in the hunt at all to 
win. In the very last race of the regatta I fell from 6th to 
8th by going for the boat end of the (WAY too long) 
finish line trying to catch Rich only to have a left shift 
come in which allowed Joe Healey to beat me and I 
didn't catch Rich on the right. Joe wound up with 48 
points, Rich & I had 49 but Rich took 7th on the tie-
breaker. So, one boat cost me two places in the final 
standings!! (If I had simply covered Joe, I would have 
had 48 with he and Rich at 49). Every boat counts. :-( 
   Looking forward, I hope to see some folks out in the 
club's Lasers on Tuesday nights for some informal rac-
ing! See the thread on the Forum for details.ò 

   

 Steve Leonard with crew Rachel Hadley and Tim 
Harden were also active with Steveôs Ultimate 20 
ñViolaò this winter.  Hereôs a bit from him: 

   ñMy first series this Winter was the Richmond Great 
Pumpkin race. Three races Sat. in the South Hampton 

Shoal area and Sunday a pursuit race around Alcatraz 
and Angel Island. Two guys I knew I was not going to 
beat were Mike Eisenberg, second in the Nationals this 
year out of 24 boats, and Tom Burdon who got fourth. 
We did OK though. Out of nine boats we got a three 
way tie for fourth. The racing is close. Sunday, the pur-
suit race had very light wind at the start, great wind 
around Alcatraz and into Raccoon Straight, and no 
wind going into the bay. Even the big 40 foot cats were 
not moving. The wind finally crept back so we could 
finish. Out of 176 boats 84 managed to finish. Your fin-
ish depended on when the wind reached you. I got 
67th. Two U20s were ahead of me at 54th and 
56th. But, charging around Alcatraz with 40 and 50 foot 
racing boats in big waves was FUN. 
   My second attempt at racing this Winter was the 
Richmond Mid-Winters, four Sundays, three races each 
day. That was a bust. Between rain and no crew, I 
managed to crew on Tom Burdon's boat for the third 
Sunday. We had a good time and I learned a lot.   
   Mid-March we did the Richmond Big Daddy Saturday 
races. We had 20 knot winds so we got some serious 
speed at times. Finishes were down wind so you 
crossed the line with the kite up. The first race three of 
us were side by side when we crossed the finish in two 
seconds just flying. Out of seven boats we got fifth with 
13pts, fourth had 12, and third had 10.  Did I say the 
racing was close? Of, course Mike and Tom were first 
and second. I like one design racing.ò 
 
Over in the Estuary, two LYSA Merit 25ôs kept busy 
over the winter during Oakland Yacht Clubôs Sunday 
Brunch Series.  Lee Andersen on ñStudent Driverò and 
his crew of Rich Kleitman, Bob Ellis, and Chuck Rock-

The Racing Roundup  



holt competed against a fleet of 6 Merit 25ôs including 
Tim Hardenôs ñHard N Fastò with his crew of Mike 
Strealy, Steve Leonard, and Jacob Harden.  Hired guns 
Dave Mosher and Bill Goldfoos also made an appear-
ance or two on both boats during the 5 race series.  
The competition was very good with both LYSA boats 
having some good days and some bad ones.  In the 
end, Tim finished second in the series and Lee was 
fifth. Great job representing LYSA! 

   Last but not least, Team Swamp Donkey (Skipper Bill 
Goldfoos and crew Tim Harden, Mike Strealy, Jacob 
Harden, and Tommy Lawler) have been mixing it up at 
the Stockton Sailing Club. Bill joined that club last year 
and he raced a few Fall Series races,  This year he is 
competing in the 7 race Spring Series and so far has 
won the first two races in the A Handicap Fleet.  The A 

Fleet has been pretty competitive with the Express go-
ing up against 3 forty footers, a Merit 25, and a J22. 
  For those of you who have not sailed in the Delta, the 
narrow waterways, current, and shifty winds make for 
some challenging racing. Could we possibly get more 
LYSA boats over there next year?? 

Steve and Tim prepare for rain  

ñStudent Driverò running down the Estuary 

Swamp Donkey reaching down the ditch  

Tim taking in the post -race video on the big screen  



Secretary  

Steve Eyberg  

 

March 8, 2011 

General meeting  

Secretary Steve read the board minutes from the previ-
ous week, minutes were approved as read. 

House Capt. Amy not present. 

Kathi spoke on behalf of Amy, giving us an update on 
house curtains and new paint. 

March 20th is the scheduled day to paint the interior of 
the clubhouse, Information and details will be provided 
via website and electronic mail. 

Doc Capt. Chris reported that repairs on the docks 
were going well. 

Chris commented on the same guys are doing all the 
work would like to see more participation. 

As a long-range project, Chris will be putting together a 
committee to review the project of removing and replac-
ing the back left Dock. Ed Green volunteered to be on 
that committee.. 

It was reported that one of the fingers on the docks was 
wobbly, and that it should be repaired ASAP. If anyone 
is wanting to do repairs to the docks, the clubhouse 
has some tools for members to use. 

Treasurers report. Diane reported that today we have 
73 paid memberships, . 

Diane distributed her monthly budget report. 

Commodore Craig read the results from the survey Di-
ane sent out with invoices for membership. 

Cruising and social Capt. Kathi reported that the Strictly 
Sail event held in Oakland at the Jack London Square 
will run from Thursday the 14

th
 through Sunday the 

17
th
. 

The clubôs St. Patrickôs dinner will be five dollars a per-
son and all details are on our website. 

March 26 will be the clubôs fun sail at Lake Don Pedro, 
and details will be posted on our website. 

Race Capt. Tom reported that the summer Thursday 
racing dates on the clubôs calendar. 

Lipton cup update, The deed should be finalized this 
year in time to send out invitations by December.  

Past Commodore Scott reported that 2011 LYSA Re-
gatta invitation have been sent out. 

Scott talked about the T-shirts for this yearôs Regatta, 

with plans of an action picture on the front and a list of 
sponsors on the back. This year Scott will try to bring 
back sponsorship for the race at to different monetary 
levels. These levels would be like a silver sponsor and 
a Gold sponsor with different perks within those differ-
ent levels. Scott also reported on the trophies for this 
year, and passed around a sample during the meeting 
and it was well received. 

Open house update the clubôs open house shrimp feed 
will be June 25, The clubhouse purchased our own 
cooking pots and utensils but will still need to rely on 
Jim Powell and crews past experience to help us out 
with all the cooking, prep and overall presentation. 

It was will suggested that the raffle team starts now, 
based on past events. 

Vice Commodore report. Tom reported that he is work-
ing with image masters on a merchandising plan to cre-
ate some LYSA swag. 

Tom reminded us that we will take the house remodel 
in small steps, 

Commodore report. Craig informed the general meeting 
that club member Mike Allen and his students from 
Merced junior-college have started rewiring the garage. 
This rewire was approved when the rewiring of the 
house was approved sometime ago. Mike and his stu-
dents are rewiring the garage to bring the garage up to 
electrical code and ensure overall safety for the club. 

Our contact at Merced irrigation District gave us the 
green light to have our septic tank inspected. 

The lock and hasp has been installed on the office 
door, to secure the club totals and cooking utensils. 

Craig has asked Diane to give the  501 - 3C tax packet 
to Tom Cooke to investigate if the club should change 
our tax status.  

 

Old business ,  

Clean up on the side of the shed is complete. 

Club contact information for emergencies have been 
posted outside on the garage wall. 

New business, 

 The flagpole in front of the clubhouse is to be repaired 
and functional before our annual Regatta. 

Concrete footingôs to be installed in the shed, this mon-
ey will be subtracted from our rent. 

 

A question was brought up by general membership, 
that we have a prioritized house plan for remodel, so 
why are we spending money and time painting interior 
walls when those walls are going to be removed. 

It was explained that in the house plan we will need 
engineering plans and then get our landlord to approve 
those plans, so for now the board approved  freshening 



Classifieds  

 

Venture 21:  Successful PHRF racer.  Spin, 

main, genoa by Doyle, blade by Quantum. All 

excellent condition. Spin and whisker poles, 

custom rudder, epoxy 

barrier coat, faired keel 

and hull, many extra 

sails. Boat and trailer 

only 1600lb. Sails alone 

worth $2500 price. 209 

722 8554. 

 

 

MacGregor 25 "Zippy 

Zebra" with 4hp out-

board and trailer $4000   

Tim Harden  

 209-383-2631 

 

If you have any items to sell email Mike:  

mstrealy@sbcglobal.net  

up the interior walls with paint and adding some new inex-
pensive curtains. 

For the good of the order, a job well done on the docks, 
thank you to everyone that helped. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 PM 

   Hello all you sailorsé. 

  The face lift on the interior of the Club House is going 

well. Craig showed up and helped me with the moving 

of the larger pieces of stuff.  Kathi and I got started 

painting about 10am or so. Also thank you Bruce for 

helping with the cleanup.  We finished the front living 

room and left at 5pm. We hope to get some more done 

soon.  We will be putting pictures and stuff back up 

when were done.  I will be scheduling another work day 

soon. The plan is to be ready for Opening day and the 

Regatta which follows the weekend after Opening day. 

House Captain  

Amy Davis  

Sail Camp is Coming!!  

Starting in June, Sail Camp is planning 4 week-

long sessions including classes for Mini, Basic, 

and Advanced students. They will be sailing on 

the Lidos and the Advanced sailors will also 

have the Lasers available.  It should be men-

tioned that the 3  Lasers and multi-boat trailer 

were generously donated to Sail Camp by  the 

Fresno Yacht Club. It would be nice to see the 

kids travel to some races! Check out the website 

soon for all Sail Camp information and registra-

tion forms. 


