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Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                                       July  2011 

Bill Bradley and Marie Bryan with 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

Open House/Shrimp Feed 
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   Wow! What a day! The annual LYSA Open House has 
just concluded and it was a fantastic event.  The prima-
ry objective of the open house is to show off all that our 
club has to offer. I believe that we definitely accom-
plished that. So many of our members contributed to 
the success of this event that I shanôt try to list everyone 
here, but I definitely want to recognize the efforts of our 
past commodore Scott Foster and his fiancé Marie Bry-
ant.  From the 
organization 
and planning 
through the 
preparation 
and execution 
of the dinner 
and raffle, 
Scott and his 
team made this 
a day to re-
member. I will 
have a difficult 
time next year 
exceeding his 
success.  

Well, the rest of 
the summer is 
ahead and I 
would like to encourage everyone to get on the water 
and have fun. The Thursday night races have been en-
hanced by the draw of dollar tacos. We are having a 
great time after the races with good food and good 
friends.  So come on out to participate and enjoy our 
club.  
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   I have some questionsé 

   How many phone calls can you make in your spare 
time?  Linda Rybka knows. 

   How many Open House guests can you entertain on a 
Catalina 22?  I bet Ed Green, Jerry Rokes or Tom Cooke 
could give a good account. 

   How many steel bolts does it take to hold a raffle bag 
down?  Kim Miller and Peggy Lawler have a mathemati-
cal formula for the 
answer if you know 
the current wind 
velocity.    

   How much tape 
does it take to 
keep a placement 
stuck to a linen 
table cloth?  And, 
what direction 
should you point a 
model sailboat in a westerly breeze if you donôt want a 
ñKnockdown.ò  Mike and Terry Allen and their grandson 
AJ are experts.    

   How much shrimp does it take to feed 200 hungry sail-
ors?   I didnôt try  to count óem, but Iôd say we had just 
enough.      

   How many beers does it take, to cook shrimp and pas-
ta for 200 hungry sailors?   I didnôt count the beers, but a 
dozen hard work-
ing sailors, that 
may or may not 
have drank them, 
included Chris Mil-
ler, Jerry Johnson, 
Craig Anderson, 
Thom Grimaldi, 
Steve Leonard, 
Rachel Hadley, 
Gary Hogston, 
Richard Carlson, 
Tim Harden, Dennis Wainwright and Sonya and Dave 
Wilson.  I donôt know if youôve ever watched the TV pro-
gram ñMaster Chefò  but this cooking crew would put 
them to shame as they masterfully dished up a heap of 
some very tasty food. 

   How many 4 ounce cups can you fill with 2 gallons of 
cocktail sauce?  You could do the math or you could just 
ask  Nicole Avery, Cassie Charlton, Joey Fultz, or Marie 
Bryan.  They can also tell you about lemons, rolls, toma-
toes and lots of other culinary works.  Donôt even get me 

Past Commodore  

Scott Foster  

started on how good Marieôs sweet tea is, oh al-
righté.best in the country!   

   How much butter cream does it take to frost a four foot 
by three foot cake?  I do  know the answer to that one.  
According to Bill Bradley, the cakes creator, there was 35 
pounds of frosting.   
His masterpiece was a 
replica of Lake Yo-
semite.  In addition to 
blue frosted waves it 
included two Lido sail-
boats moored at 
wooden docks (which 
included railings and a 
gate)  a very detailed 
tower, grass, gravel 
and a huge sailboat on a starboard tack (modeled after a 
Mcgregor).  The sides were adorned with shrimp made of 
frosting that were airbrushed with edible paint.  They 
looked so real you could almost smell them.  Bill contrib-
uted a lot of his own time and money making this for our 
club, so be sure to look up this new member and his wife 
Nancy when you want to put the icing on your next event. 

   How many musi-
cians does it take to 
get 100 feet moving all 
at once?  Just three!  
Three very talented 
guys from Merced 
known as ñPacific 
Drift.ò   I think the reg-
gae beat they laid 
down still has some 
happy feet movinô. 

   How many bowls, spoons, pots, pans and utensils can 
be washed in an hour?  Laura Foster , Casey Loefler and 
Linda Sorenson have that answer.  They probably would 
tell you thousands, but maybe the count was closer to 
several hundred!    

   Richard Paul and Justin Foster can tell you how many 
wine bottles or aluminum cans a recycle bin will hold and 
that the dumpster out front can be packed way past itôs 
weight limit. 

   How fast can you clear 30 tables, and 240 chairs?  Thir-
ty minutes with the help of fantastic guests and members.   

   How fast can you get a raffle gift or a bowl of pasta to a 
table.  This answer lies with the team of Junior Sailors 
who helped.  They included Tommy Lawler, Casey and 
Everett Loeffler, Angus and Julia Mccloud, Jacob Hardin 
and Bridget Farmer.   It was quite obvious from the way 
this group worked together ï tirelessly, selflessly, effi-
ciently, cohesively, joyfully ï that the Junior Sailing Pro-
gram is developing outstanding young adults with skills 
and attitudes that will take them to future heights.   

   Come to think of it thatôs what weôre doing all this for!  
Was the Open House a success?  

I think I have my answer. 
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   Finally, our summer weather has arrived. I was be-
ginning to wonder if we were going to have one this 
year.  Seems boats are going in later this year and Iôm 
sure it was because of this.   
   Lake Yosemite Sailing Association has some new 
family members. Bill and Nancy Csapinski,  Jon and 
Noreen Hargis,  Ron and Connie Brons,  and Frank 
and Nicole Avery.  Please show them a warm welcome 
if you should happen to meet them at the clubhouse. 
   Thursday night races are in full swing and some pret-
ty stiff competition is apparent out there among racers. 
Something new added this year thanks to our Commo-
dore Craig, Tacos! Craig has put together a race night  
$1.00 Taco feed and itôs received a great response 
from everyone, so come on out, watch the race action 
and enjoy a few tacos after. 
   I would also like to bring attention to the great job 
done by Amy Davis and Kathi Fournier on the interior 
of the clubhouse. Theyôve spent quite a few hours 
painting and it sprucing up. Matt Loeffler also did a 
great job on the burgee display. If you havenôt seen it 
as of yet, make sure you take a look next time you are 
out there. 
   Weôre planning to have a Yard sale the first Sat. of 
August this year and raise some money for the junior 
sailing program.  We did this a few years back with 
great success, so start looking through that ñstuffò you 
would like to see gone and bring it out to the clubs gar-
age. If you have something that is too large to 
transport, give me a call 617-2115, I have a trailer. 
C-ya on the water,   Thom 

Race Captain  

Tom Cooke  

Vice Commodore  

Thom Grimaldi  

   The last race of the First Summer Series was held on 
June 30

th
.   By popular demand we have begun the 

Second Series without a break.  Please check the Cal-
endar for the accelerated racing Schedule.   We have 
over twenty boats entered and a reconstituted Catalina 
Fleet.   The Race Committee has done an outstanding 
job.  Each of our races has gone off without a glitch 
due in no small part to our committee.   Please remem-
ber to keep your distance from them until the race is 
over as they need to concentrate on scoring the race.  I 
want to thank all the captains who stepped up and took 
people sailing during our open house last month.  Ed 
Green reported that over forty groups got a chance to 
sail on our lake during our open house.  Well Done.  
See you at the lake.   

 
HOW TO BOAT 
ON HOLIDAY 
WEEKENDS 

 

Nearly 14% of all accidents each year occur dur-

ing the three summer holiday weekends of Me-
morial Day, Fourth of July, and Labor Day. 

Waterways are crowded, people are boating in 

groups or with many people aboard their ves-
sels.  Distractions are numerous.  

Because of this, designate a person aboard the 

vessel to help you act as a lookout. 

You may have people aboard your vessel who 

donôt normally boat.  Familiarize them with the 

location of the safety equipment and 

how to be safe aboard your boat. 

(Keep hands inside near dock, car-

bon monoxide, propeller safety, 

etc.)   Everyone wear a life jacket. 

 

Reprinted from  Dept. of Boating and Waterways 

Whoôs the fastest Catalina 22 so far this year? 

1st Tom Cooke, Obstreperous  

2nd John Derby, Hummer  

3rd Amy Davis, Bake Sail  

4th Rachel Hadley, Top Cat  

5th Ed Green, Partnership  

Check out all the racing results online! 
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   Ahoy from Junior Sailing, 
   We are finished with our first week of classes.  This 
class has the largest group of girls that we have ever 
had.  We have two boys, Angus and Ethan and four 
girls:  Kiaya, Elora, Julia, and Julie.  Julie is here be-
cause of the scholarship 
program.  Everyone please 
give a big thank you to the 
kind people who have do-
nated for this endeavor. 
   The week started very 
slowly.  We started as usu-
al with the mandatory swim 
test, went over parts of the 
boat and had the kids do a 
capsizing exercise at the 
slips.  After this we tried to 
do a little sail on the mirror 
of a lake.  We had some 
hot sailors so we came in 
for lunch and some kayak 
action to cool off.  The next 
day was a little better.  We actually got to sail most of 
the way to mark one.  With the light breeze we did 
some man overboard drills and had the kids capsize 
the boats out on the water with sails up and every-
thing.  I think that was the hit of the day and some of 
them wanted to keep doing this all afternoon.  These 
first two days were a lot of 
theory and learning knots. I 
think they can all give les-
sons to the club on tying a 
cleat. 
   Day three finally got us 
enough wind to do some 
more sailing.  We had 
marks one, two and five set 
up with treats tied up to 
them.  For this race we had 
the junior counselors on the 
power boat and sailors by 
themselves.  The boat with 
the two youngest girls was 
having a bit of a hard time 
going straight, but beat the 
other boat two out of three 
times. 
   After a quick lunch the two weaving sailors wanted 
to go out again.  I followed them on the power boat 
while the others finished up lunch.  They were now 
holding a perfectly straight line.  I had them do a cou-
ple of tacks and then sent them out to the island and 
went to get the others to come out and try and catch 
the youngsters. 
   We finished up the day by having the kids fold the 
sails then went out on E. C. Rider.  Remember the 

temperature was around 15 all week; they wanted to be 
dragged behind the boat and get cool. 
Thursday we finally got some good wind.  The first ex-
ercise of the day, after going over the rules of the road, 
was docking practice.  There was an open slip at the 

end making a perfect place 
to do touch and go docking 
at the end tie.  After this we 
went out for some Shrek ball 
racing.  The kids had a cou-
ple of foam balls to throw at 
each other while traveling 
around a triangular course.  
From this we went to racing 
to the island and back.  With 
a little time left before rides 
home the kids wanted to get 
towed again. 
   Friday started with the 
knot tying contest.  The 
competition was fierce and 
took a long time, with a first 

and second place winner and a tie for third.  Casey and 
Everett were able to come Friday. We got the boats 
ready for taking out parents and other relatives but be-
fore going out the kids decided they wanted to have 
lunch.  Before the parent sails we had a couple extra 
little extra treats.  Brigitte brought out ice cream, and 

Darrell had his little red Opti.  
The Opti meant an extra 
lesson on square knots; get-
ting that little sail on involves 
a bit of knot tying.  The win-
ner of the knot tying contest, 
Julie, got to have the first 
ride in the Opti.   
   Friday afternoon ended 
with some kids on the Lidoôs 
and Everett on a Windmill, 
and the rest of the Junior 
counselors on the Lasers.  
Jerry R. and I rode herd on 
the power boat taking pho-
tos.  Somewhere in there 
Darrell got Julie and Everett 
to do a capsize test on the 
Opti. 

With about an hour left Jacob Harden suggested anoth-
er tow behind the Catalina.  This time instead of just 
dragging behind on a rope we tied on one of the surf 
boards and took turns skiing behind the boat.  Yes, 
they really stood up.  
   Iôd like to give a big thank you to Julia McCloud, Ja-
cob Harden, Tom Lawler, and Joe Malta, Everett was 
there a couple of days too.  Without these great young 

(Continued on page 6) 

Sail Camp News  

 Matt Loeffler  
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Secretary  

Steve Eyberg  
sailors the job couldnôt have gone as smoothly nor 
could the students have learned so well.  Also special 
thanks to Jerry Rokes and Darrell Sorensen for being 
there to help teach the kids.  We also had a few club 
members show up for support and to see the kids on 
the boats. 
   On the business side, Brigitte has been getting phone 
calls almost every day with people interested in sail 
camp, lessons, or finding out more about the club. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

General membership meeting, June 14, 2011. 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM. 

All board members present. 

Meeting minutes from June 7 board meeting read and 
approved. 

House captains report, Amy said she did not have a lot 
to report on, just more painting. 

Dock captains report, Chris reported that the broken 
slips have been repaired. We still have empty slips to 
date however those members have paid. With the 
weather turning he predicts more boats will fill up the 
slips. 

Treasurers report, Diane handed out the monthly treas-
ury report, and informed the general membership of a 
few new members. The new members are Bill Bradley 
and Nancy Csapinski, Jon and Noreen Hargis, Frank 
and Nicole Avery and the Brons family. We currently 
have 83 family members. 

Cruise and social report, Kathi had nothing to report, 
however wanted to discuss house and grounds usage 
during private parties. After much discussion members 
agreed to respect each other and respect for private 
party users. 

Race captains report, Tom canceled a 10 minute man-
datory racers meeting last week, and were put in place 
a few racing seminars to come. 

Vice Commodores report, first weekend in August the 
club will have a garage sale, one week before the gar-
age sale the clubhouse will be a dropping off point for 
anything you want to donate to the garage sale. 

Junior sailing program, Bridget reported our first week 
of sail camp is sold out. Merced Honda donated a full 
scholarship for one child, also club member Tom Cooke 
has done the same. Club members Amy Davis, Jerry 
Johnson, Jay and in Diane Sousa, Steve Eyberg, Ed 
Green all chipped in together to donate a full scholar-
ship for one child. If any members know of children that 
are interested in the sailing program please contact 
Bridget and Matt. 

Past Commodores report, Scott reported a few minor 
changes from the board meeting. Scott has changed 
the designer cake that was scheduled to be raffled off to 
a larger figure cake that will feed the entire shrimp feed 
party. He also reported that he had six sponsors with a 
shrimp dinner. A table has been set up inside the house 

(Continued on page 7) 


