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Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                                      August 2011 
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mixing it up at the 58th annual High Sierra Regatta held at Huntington Lake 
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Commodore  

Craig Anderson  

Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 

P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 

 

Commodore: Craig Anderson 

(209) 722-7852 

craigleeanderson55@gmail.com 

Vice Commodore: Thom Grimaldi 

(209) 384-3439 

thomagrim@sbcglobal.net 

Past Commodore: Scott Foster 

(209)358-7601 

lysacommodore@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Steve Eyberg 

(209) 357-0106 

seyberg505@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 

(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 

Port Captain: Chris Betts 

(209) 631-4744 

chrisabetts@hotmail.com 

House Captain: Amy Davis 

(209) 769-9117 

amyboehme@sbcblobal.net 

Cruise/Social Captain: Kathi Brown-Fournier  

(209) 947-3722 

kathi6280@yahoo.com 

Racing Captain: Tom Cooke 

(209) 723-8630 

tcookeatty@yahoo.com 

Submissions: 

Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 

Submit to Steve Eyberg: ( seyberg505@sbcglobal.net ) 

       Mild temps, gentle sun, and steady winds; What 
more could you ask for when going sailing on our beau-
tiful lake!  Now is the time to make your way to Lake 
Yosemite to enjoy time on the water as well as the 
many fantastic events at LYSA this time of year. 

   We have been accepting new members into our club. 
Please welcome the Avery and Cooper Families as they 
join in our fun.  Itôs been a pleasure to meet so many of 
our memberôs guests over the past couple of months.  
The friends that we entertain are special to us and de-
serve our respect. This is also a two way street and our 
guests must show respect to others and follow stand-
ards of conduct and common courtesy. 

   Once again, enjoy our sailing season and Iôll see you 
on the water.  

Aloha, Craig  

LYSA Seeking Officers  
The club needs to have members fill posi-
tions for 2012. Please consider getting in-

volved by running 
for the LYSA Board, 
and helping our 
club in itôs growth 
and management. 
The responsibilities 
of board members 
are outlined in the 
LYSA handbook 
which you should 
have, but if you 
donôt it is available 
online. If you are 
interested in run-
ning for office 
please contact  

Thom Grimaldi to have your name put on the 
ballot. Elections are held at our Halloween 
event, this year on 10/29/11.  
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      Ed Greenôs 14
th
 annual Brass Waterpump Weekend 

didnôt disappoint.  The three day bash began Friday night 
with the  usual fare of appetizers and fried chicken, this 
year followed by the rockin sounds of Tommy and the 
Cruisers.  Several sailors launched and prepared their 
crafts, anxious for the next days races.  The weather 
could not have been better the entire July 15

th
 weekend.  

Saturdays racing began midmorning with moderate tem-

peratures and  winds keeping the sailing enjoyable.     
The lake hosted 13 sailboats of various designs racing 
head to head, sans handicap, for standings.  Two races 
were held with a break for a lunch in-between.   After 
Saturdays racing the sailors and their friends feasted on 
pulled pork and a fanfare of side dishes. The music that 
followed was performed by my band mates ñThe Wild-
catsò  with Mariposa Rhed leading the pack with her 
soulful vocals.  The camaraderie was fantastic with all 
ages enjoying the evenings festivity. 

    Sundayôs winds were less steady but still provided 
gusts and enough muster to provide a shorter, third and 
final race.  The grand winner as points standings go, 
would later be decided, in part, by the fate of the draw. 
Not necessarily by the order upon crossing the finish 
line.  This is a tradition unique to this event that equal-
izes the field to the point that it truly becomes ñSailboat 
racing simply for the fun of it.ò 

   Over the years this event has grown and grown.  Ed 
Green certainly knew what he was doing when he start-
ed the first one.   His vision - that people will give their 
best when given an opportunity to and when these peo-
ple are brought together the good times simply are ñThe 
bestò.    There have been so many that have contributed 
to the success and development of his venture that one 

Past Commodore  

Scott Foster  

could fill every inch of this publication with their names, I 
wonôt try. 

   The character of the party changes over the years, as 
has the participants and the venues.  For years it was a 
party held in 
the Sierra 
Mountains at 
Huntington 
Lake  as an 
ancillary ac-
companiment 
of the Fresno 
Yacht clubôs 
annual regat-
ta.   Singing 
around camp-
fires has bal-
looned to 
having performances from live bands.  The event has 
since morphed to the point that there is now a mayorsô 
trophy, a publishersô award, various comical trophies cov-
ering everything from distance traveled to the event (from 
Seattle to Ventura) to the most new tattoos.  All that in 
addition to the racing trophies given to most, if not all, of 
the participating boats.   

   This year the ñicing on the cakeò at the legendary feast 
on Saturday night really was icing on a cake which was 
an actual replica of the waterpump (entirely edible) from a 
1991 Ford Bronco that instigated the current theme of 
Edôs party.  Our new member, Bill Bradley, supplied the 
confection, his talents preceded by the cake he made for 
the Open House and Shrimp Feed. 

   Everyone who attended was a winner, but Chuck Rock-
holt and the crew of The Dance again left with the great-
est boasting rights ï especially since Chuck and his loyal 
crew of Tim Packwood, Jimmy Schriber and Scott 

Telesco have 
won this con-
test at least 
three times 
before.   The 
Mayorôs award 
went to Dave 
Aleman and 
the Publishers 
trophy, for writ-
ing the best 
story or poem 
for John Der-
byôs boat Rag 

Doll, was won by Debbie Dietz-Neves, Theresa Prescott 
and Mary Anne Pierce.   

   Ed would like to thank his wife Diane St. Onge, Jim 
Strealy, Bruce and Joey Fultz, Nancy Cooke, Deb Dietz-
Neves, Ellie Wooten, John and Cathy Derby, and every-
one else that helped with this years festivities.  Ed, thanks 
again for bringing ñthe bestò out in all of us who were for-
tunate enough to have the Brass Waterump experience.  
If you werenôt one of the fortunate ones, hope the best for 
you next year. 
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   For those of you who havenôt taken in any of the 
Brass Water Pump Parties Ed Green has thrown, 
Youôve missed some fun times. This year was no ex-
ception. I donôt believe Iôve ever heard so much laugh-
ter on the water during the fun race ñGeorgeò. The 
bands provided some great music and kept many 
hanging around till late in the evening. A big Thanks 
goes out to Ed Green , Bruce and Joey`Fultz, Jim 
Strealy,  and Debbie Dietz for making the party a suc-
cess. 
   There have been some ideas floating around about 
making some improvements to both the house and 
yard. One, being the building of a Palapa type structure 
in the area below the patio.  This area is currently an 
area that promotes the growth of weeds and doing this 
would add more area to sit and enjoy the view as the 
patio does become a little crowded at times. I would 
appreciate any input on this from the members. 
   The yard sale has been moved to Sept. 10. This is a 
fund raiser for the Jr. Sailing program, so please see 
what you have to donate and either drop off in the club 
garage. You can call me to pick up if you have anything 
too large and need help. I will also need volunteers to 
help on that day. 
   The success of this organization requires involve-
ment by its members. Give some consideration to be-
coming a officer this next year.  Iôm sure everyone in-
volved with this organization can offer some worthwhile 
input.                                                                                           
Cya on the Water,  Thoméé. 

Race Captain  

Tom Cooke  

Vice Commodore  

Thom Grimaldi  

   Racing Season at the lake will wind up this month on 
August 25

th
.   Our End of Season racing party will be 

the next evening, August 26
th
 beginning at 6:30 pm.  

Everyone is invited and we hope you will all make 
plans to come out and have a great time.   We will be 
catering and divide the cost of our dinner among those 
attending.  We will be sending out an email to all mem-
bers regarding this and will post it on the web.   You 
are welcome to bring an appetizer if you like.   
   Dave and Katie Mosher gave a Racing Rules Clinic 
on July 20

th
 out at the club.  There were over twenty 

sailors and a few junior sailors in attendance.   There 
were lots of questions asked about a number of sce-
narios which commonly arise during our races.   Dave 
did a great job with the overhead projector and models 
to give us all visuals as he patiently explained the rules 
and how they apply in various situations.  They deserve 
Kudos for a job well done.  I for one feel that we should 
have a clinic like this every year and we would be lucky 
to have Dave at the helm for that.   
   Our Race Committee continues to do a superb job in 
handling and scoring our races.  There are now seven 
or eight members who have taken the time to familiar-
ize themselves with our computer program which 
means that we can now Run and Score Races with a 
Skeleton Crew because so many have stepped up to 
the task.   
   Scott foster is in charge of the Dick Gardner Memori-
al Regatta scheduled for Saturday the 27

th
 of August.  

He is looking for members to help him put the race to-
gether.  It should be a good racing event in memory of 
one of our members.  Please call Scott and help him 
organize this event.  
   Matt and Brigitte have done a wonderful job with the 
Junior Sailing program this year.  They were able to 
add another weeklong camp last month.  We are see-
ing some of the new junior sailors become very inter-
ested in our Thursday Night Racing Series.  This is an 
excellent development because they will be our next 
generation of club members.   

   Rich Kleitmanôs Sunday Special Olympics Sailing 
Day was a great success.  There were at least 13 
boats which participated and many were stocked with 
water cannon balloons and buckets.  None of us went 
unscathed.   This is the best event of the year and eve-
ryone should participate if they can.  Please mark this 
on your calendar for next year.   
See you at the lake. 
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A High Sierra Regatta Re -Cap. 

The best way to recover from an 

embarrassing race.   

By Rich Kleitman 

   After jumping off the boat to help get it off the island 
and not being able to climb back on (for almost half of 
the distance of the lake looking like a whale in tow 
most of the time) at Thursday nightôs race 7/14/2011, 
the thought of climbing back into the mid-deck and 
doing it all over again three more times that weekend 

up at the High Sierra Regatta at Huntington Lake was 
a little disconcerting, but come bright and early Friday 
morning there I was at Lake Yosemite with Lee An-
dersen pulling his Merit 25 ñStudent Driverò out of the 
lake and taking the mast down for the trip up the hill. I 
should not have worried. It was a great weekend. It 
was more fun that just racing.  

   So what is a weekend at the High Sierra Regatta 
really like? Well when you are a member of a tight knit 
group of friends from LYSA it is a blast.  It was cama-
raderie, great food, and exciting competition on and 
off the water. Besides all of that fun I got to listen to 
Mike Strealy, Jacob and Tim Harden (the crew of 
ñHard & Fastò) calling Lee ñLand Ho Leeò for the first 
day or three of the weekend. You arrive and the crew 
of the boat that is your major competition on the water 
helps you raise the mast and get both boats squared 

away in the rental slips. By now the third member of 
your team Bob Ellis has arrived all the way from where 
his new 31 foot Hunter is moored off of Pismo Beach. 
You check into your cabin and find a big note on the 
door leading to the deck saying do not open, so you go 
outside and look and find that the deck has been 
crushed by the weight of the winters snow and is com-
pletely missing. Mental note to self, do not go out the 
back door. Then you drag some chairs down to the 
cabins campfire ring and start munching on chips and 
salsa and enjoying the beverage of your choice. The 
crew of Hard & Fast join you and soon we all head off 
to the campground to meet Steve Leonard, Rachel 
Hadley, and 
Tom Duffy 
ñthe crew of 
ñViolaò and 
Jennifer 
Duffy and 
Donald Had-
ley along 
with Rachel's 
dogs Sally 
and Cowboy. 
After parking 
and moving 
our cars at 
the request 
of the camp 
host the true 
games of the 
weekend 
begin, FOR-
REST BOC-
CE BALL. 
Play the ball 
wherever it 
lies, break it on a rock, roll it up the hill, off the tree root 
and closest to the pallino (us LYSA folks pronounce it 
PalǛn). Sounds easy, but it can be challenging when 
one of the dogs steals the Pallino and plays fetch with 
it. Dinner was fantastic, with delicious hamburgers and 
corn on the cob. After dinner we enjoyed great conver-
sation and S'mores and after dark headed back to the 
cabins 

   Saturday was perfect weather for sailing. Steve did 
very well in the Ultimate 20 division while Lee and Tim 
raced in the PHRF B division. Dave Mosher, on ñJoy 
Rideò had two bullets in that division by the end of Sat-
urday's races, and Tim Harden had a first and a second 
among the three boat Merit 25 fleet. The time differ-
ence in the second race between the three Merit 25's 
was 14 seconds between the first and second boat and 
21 seconds between the second and third boat. Not 
bad after a 6.2 mile course. Then after racing we met 
Debbie Harden on the dock, put away the boats for the 
night and headed up to the cabins. We enjoyed a fire in 
the fire ring (no easy task with out matches, but you 
can accomplish just about anything, especially if there 
is charcoal lighter fluid around and a gas stove in the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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cabin to light a piece of wood). Then we had to decide 
when to head back to the campsite for dinner. We were 
told 5:30 or 6:00 but Mike took that a little literally and 
thought we had to arrive at 5:36. Once the time was set 
we all piled into Debbie's van and headed to the 
campsite. More fun, good wine, great burritos and of 
course more Bocce Ball. The weekends big winners 

were the team of 
Bob Ellis and 
Donald Hadley. 

    Sunday began 
with a breakfast 
buffet at the 
lodge. The wind 
picked up right on 
schedule and the 
fleet was off on 
course 7ð the 
tour of the lake. 
Among the Merit's 
Tim lead the race 
and Lee was be-
hind at first, but 
able to pass the 
other boat on the 
final up wind leg 
to finish second 

among the three boats. Then the race to get the boat 
on the trailer was run and after that the awards were 
announced we headed home and by that time I had 
completely forgotten being dragged around Lake Yo-
semite on Thursday nigh ð well almost.  

Final Results  

Ultimate 20's  

Steve Leonard,  Viola  3,4,3 for a total of 10 points and 
fourth place in a 7 boat fleet 

PHRF B 

Dave Mosher, Joy Ride 1,1,2 for a total of 4 points and 
first place in a 9 boat fleet 

Tim Harden, Hard & Fast 7,7,5 for a total of 19 points 
and 6th place 

Lee Andersen, Student Driver 9,8,8 for a total of 25 
points and 9th place 

(Continued from page 5) 

House Captain  

Amy Davis  

   Hi, this is your House Captain.  Call or email me to 
reserve the house for a BBQ, etc.  If you are in Dry sail-
ing Storage please check with Diane Sousa and see if 
you are paid up.  Also,  anytime when using the club 
house /grounds please cleanup after each use. If you 
use the dishes in the house wash them  and put them 
away. Wipe down all surfaces used.   
   The Brass Water Pump was last weekend. All had a 
good time. Thank you Ed Green!  Keys were lost on 
Sunday. They were down on the table at the end of the 
dock. If found please give them to one of the board 
members. 
  Thank you, Amy Davis 

Great Job!  

Matt and Brigitte Loeffler have been doing a bang-up 

job taking over Sail Camp this year. With help from 

Jerry Rokes, Darrell Sorensen, Dave Willson, and all of 

the Junior  Counselors, the sessions this year were a 

great success! If you get a chance, congratulate these 

members on a job well done. 


