
1 
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Some of  the boats lined up and ready to go  

for a Thursday night race!  
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Commodore  

Craig Anderson  

Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 

P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 

 

Commodore: Craig Anderson 

(209) 722-7852 

craigleeanderson55@gmail.com 

Vice Commodore: Thom Grimaldi 

(209) 384-3439 

thomagrim@sbcglobal.net 

Past Commodore: Scott Foster 

(209)358-7601 

lysacommodore@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Steve Eyberg 

(209) 357-0106 

seyberg505@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 

(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 

Port Captain: Chris Betts 

(209) 631-4744 

chrisabetts@hotmail.com 

House Captain: Amy Davis 

(209) 769-9117 

amyboehme@sbcblobal.net 

Cruise/Social Captain: Kathi Brown-Fournier  

(209) 947-3722 

kathi6280@yahoo.com 

Racing Captain: Tom Cooke 

(209) 723-8630 

tcookeatty@yahoo.com 

Submissions: 

Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 

Submit to Steve Eyberg: ( seyberg505@sbcglobal.net ) 

Life at the Lake  
 As summer is winding down and the days are getting 
shorter, it is time to reflect on all the fun our clubhouse has seen 
this summer. Beginning with the annual LYSA Regatta, through the 
Open House and Edôs Brass Water Pump bash, including the Bob-
tones at Richardôs wingding as well as birthdays, family reunions, 
weddings, special meetings, and Thursday night racing, there has 
been a lot going on.  It has certainly been a blast keeping up with it 
all and it ainôt over yet. In fact, we shall endeavor to keep the party 
going a good while longer.  

 My motto has always been, Life is like a piggy bank; You 
only get out of it what you put in. So it is up to you to get involved 
and participate in LYSA activities. Amy and Kathi have made the 
clubhouse comfortable and inviting. We have plenty of chairs, ta-
bles, and such to host a pretty large gathering. Chris has made 
dock space available and with the help of Dave and Tom ensured 
our safety and security on the water. Diane has kept us in good 
financial health, and Tom has been the man when it comes to rac-
ing. I canôt tell you how much effort Scott has devoted to making 
the clubs premier events a success this year.  

 All in all, your club officers are doing a great job. It is now 
your turn to step up and help keep LYSA a wonderful venue and 
organization. We need volunteers to take the lead for many of the 
board positions for 2012. Without your contribution of time, talent, 
and energy, we will not have the tremendous success and good 
fortune. When you get the call from me to help with our clubôs func-
tions next year, please make an honest effort to assist. Billy has 
always told me that good sailors help those in need. You donôt 
leave someone bobbin in the water, but haul óem aboard and give 
them the opportunity to get to safe harbor. So with that in mind, it is 
your turn to become a member in good standing and dedicate your 
efforts to our fantastic club.  

 See you out at the lake, Aloha,  Craig 

LYSA Seeking Officers  
The club needs to have members fill positions for 2012. 
Please consider getting involved by running for the LYSA 
Board, and helping our club in itôs growth and manage-
ment. The responsibilities of board members 
are outlined in the LYSA handbook which you 
should have, but if you donôt it is available 
online. If you are interested in running for office 
please contact  Thom Grimaldi to have your 
name put on the ballot. Elections are held at 
our Halloween event, this year on 10/29/11.  
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Hello Fellow Sailors!             
   
  Here it is September already! We are about halfway 
through our sailing season. My passion for sailing has 
grown intensely this year. I have spent many hours on 
the lake sailing and paying specific attention to the 
wind, trimming the sails, and leaning the boat over as 
far as I dare! This has improved my sailing skills and 
my confidence. I would encourage all members to 
come out and sail often. We have a some of the best 
wind here at Lake Yosemite, which makes for great 
sailing. You will certainly find me out here just about 
any day of the week. Our season will be over before 
you know it, so donôt miss out! And if you are one of the 
members without a boat, give me a call and Iôd be hap-
py to take you out on mine!  
  I want to thank all those who came out on movie 
night. (Next time donôt wait for me to get off the lake to 
eat.. it might be a while) I will be planning another one 
soon, so email, text or call me with your movie sugges-
tions. There are not many sailing movies available, so if 
you have a good one, please share it on movie night. 
 Our next General Meeting and Pot luck will be Sep 
13

th
. Potluck at 6:30, meeting at 7:00. This is a great 

opportunity for members to grow together as a club, 
and to share positive thoughts and ideas. So bring 
some food, drink and merriment to the next meeting. I 
would encourage members to also share positive com-
ments on how being a member of LYSA has enriched 
their sailing experience. Promote the positive aspects 
of LYSA. This is a great club, and I am blessed to be a 
part of it. I never thought I would be racing my boat, but 
lo and behold, the passion of racing snagged me! I 
started out with the thought that if I could only finish the 
race, and make it around all the marks, my night would 
be a success. When I got ahead of a boat the first time 
I was so excited, and then 2 boats (mind you.. some of 
that was due to other sailor error, but Iôm taking it any-
ways). But itôs true, I have truly been bitten by the sail-
ing bug, and my life-long dream of sailing came true at 
Lake Yosemite Sailing Club. So come with your smiles 

and share a sailing adventure.. or sailing mishap, what-
ever the case may be.. but come and be a part of a 
great group of sailors, all with the same goal.. SAIL-
ING!   
  Mark your calendars for Octoberfest October 1

st
.  (the 

first Saturday in October) More info to come on the 
LYSA website. 
  Coming up we have the Don Pedro Cruise October 
8, 9, 10. We also have the Monterey cruise  coming 
up. Due to lots of water this year, I would like to extend 
the date to November 4 -6, 2011. Please let us know if 
you plan on going. We would like to make sure there 
are enough slips available for anyone wanting to go. I 
went 2 years ago and had a blast. I would love to see 
more members join us. (I had only been sailing for 2 
months the first time I went, and had a lot of support 
from the other more experienced sailors) So newbie 
sailors are welcome! 
  Remember : Check the LYSA calendar frequently on 
the website to see upcoming club events. lakeyosemi-
tesailing.org.  
 
See you on  the lake! 

Cruise/Social Capt.  

Kathi Brown -Fournier  

Yarrrrr!  

Sept. 19th is Talk 
Like A Pirate Day!  
Here are a few phrases to 

get you started:  

Avast - "Avast Ye!" - From the Dutch term for 'hold 

fast' and means "Stop and pay attention.", like, 

"Get a load of this." 

Belay - To belay can mean either to tie something 

down tight and secure as with a belaying pin or to 

stop or ignore, as in, "Belay that last command." 

Hornswaggle - To cheat or defraud, often of money 

or belongings, Yosemite Sam knows a lot about it. 

Dance the Hempen Jig - To hang. (The hanging rope 

was often made of hemp fibers.) 

Picaroon - From the Spanish word for rascal, it was 

applied to a form of verse about pirates that was 

satirical or humorous. 

Shiver me timbers! - Akin to "Blow me down!", an 

expression of shock or disbelief, believed 

to come from the sound the ship made 

when 'shocked' by running aground or hit 

by a cannon blast 
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 On July 23rd three of the Windmills from Lake Yo-
semite attended a One Design Regatta at Lake Wash-
ington in West Sacramento. Mostly they were LYSA 
Junior Sailors along with some that were not quite so 
junior. On Friday evening we took the three boats, 
ñSusan Kò, Second Windò & 
ñDonkey Who?ò, out of the water and scrubbed their 
bottoms. It was quite a site with 3 boats laying on their 
sides with masts still attached on the lawn. But no one 
had a camera for the kodak momentò. Then they were 
stacked 3 high on a trailer. This was the first time for 
3, in theory it would work and it did perfectly. Saturday 
morning we all met at Loeffler's. We were able to get 
everybody in just to small vehicles  The two smallest, 
Everett & Angus got the jump seats in my old Toyota 
pick up and five, including Matt and Bridgett were 
crammed into a Honda Civic. About this time we were 
wishing we had one of those large extended vans for 
everyone to ride in. 
     Lake Washington, it is a small turning basin for 
ships. If you took a line from Lake Yosemite's pin 5 to 
pin 1, it about as big as that part of our lake. There 
was a ship being loaded with rice that 
took up part of the room. The plus side of Lake Wash-
ington is they have a hoist to launch boats and the 
rigging dock is in the sheltered part of the lake. Also 
the water is warm, the swimming was great! They are 
a dinghy club with all boats being under 20'. We were 
joined by Scott Rovanpera and David Ladd sailing 

Scott's Windmill as David is in the middle of installing 
air tanks in his. We had Darrell and Julia in Second 
Wind, Elizabeth and Angus in Susan K and Casey, Ev-
erett and Brandon in Donkey Who?  Also racing were 
some Lido 14s and Thistles. 
     You can always count on wind at Lake Washington 
especially in the latter part of the day. In race #2 Eliza-
beth and Angus capsized Susan K. This older boat 
doesn't have air tanks, but it does have 5 air bags. 
They were able to right it and bail enough water out to 
sail back to the dock. Then in race #3 all at once Casey 
& crew were making a bee line back to the dock. One 
of their side stays connections to the boat tore loose 
the deck from the side of the fiberglass boat. At 
this point we took a break from racing to get boats back 
on the water. Susan K was ready to go, but Donkey 
Who ? was sidelined for the day. Next thing we knew 
club members were getting out Sunfish & Minifish for 
our younger ones to sail. David Nielsen, another Wind-
mill owner stopped by on the way home from a funeral. 
Everett took his step-son Owen out on a Sunfish. 
   When racing restarted with Casey joining Elizabeth 
as crew on Susan K. After race 5 it was a little after 5 
pm, so that was the end of the racing. Who won? I 
would say everyone as we all had so much fun. I do 
think that David Ladd with Scott coaching him came out 
on top. Julia and I were second due to our consistency. 
We stopped for a nice dinner and a quiet ride home. 

LYSA Windmills invade Lake Washington 

 
L-R  

Elizabeth Dietz( 21) 

Darrell Sorensen (??) 

Julia McLoud (15) 

Casey Loeffler (14) 

Everett Loeffler (11) 

Brandon Villegas (15) 

Angus McLoud (12) 

 


