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 Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                        April 2015 

Promise Merced 
 
LYSA was invited to participate in the Promise 
Merced event held at Applegate Park on Satur-
day, March 21st. 

 

Operating under the title of Building Young 
Leaders, Promise Merced is a group who is 
working with youth to take a "pledge" to love, 
work, and engage the City. 

 

Darrell Sorensen and Matt Loeffler set up two 
El Toros and a Laser for the education and en-
joyment of many visitors to the park, young and 
old. 

 

For more, see Matt’s column, page 7. 
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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 
P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 
 

 

Club Officers 
 

Commodore: Peggy Larson 
(209) 201-1143 

plarson@transcountytitle.com 
 

Vice Commodore: Jay Sousa 
(209) 617-1384 

Jay.sousa@sbcglobal.net 
 

Past Commodore: Suzanne Johnson 
(559) 776-9467 

wannie1957@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary: Chris Martin 
(209) 384-8640 

chrissybea@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 
(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 
 

Port Captain: John Larson 

c5chiefmate@yahoo.com 
 

House Captain: Thom Grimaldi 
(209) 617-2115 

thomagrim@sbcglobal.net 
 

Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler 
(209) 357-7049 

brigittematt@comcast.net 
 

Racing Captain: Dennis Wainwright 
(209) 769-6302 

dcwranch@icloud.com  

 
 

Submissions: 
Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 
Submit with LYSA in the Subject Line 

to Chris Martin: 
chrissybea@comcast.net 

It’s Springtime 

Everything looks so beautiful and green outside, it’s really 

hard to be upset about the weather! 

Sadly for us though, we have to not only cancel the Regatta 

for this year, but it looks bleak for our racing season as 

well. With that being said, several of us at the last meeting 

decided that we would look forward to continuing to show 

up at the club house on Thursday nights, maybe do potluck 

dinners and enjoy the beautiful evenings at the lake. We all 

know what amazing sunsets we have to enjoy from our 

viewpoint out there. 

The Shrimp Feed will go on as scheduled but the boat rides 

will be a guessing game. A decision was made that the 

dues will remain the same for this year, no refunds will be 

given. We all agreed we have a great club house that our 

members can enjoy year round regardless of the weather. 

To look on the positive side, this is a real opportunity to 

complete the much needed dock work and it is looking 

great out there. Remember to stay off the docks. Another 

idea would be to spruce up the plant area around the house 

and garage if anyone with a green thumb would like to or-

ganize and planting day. 

Your input at the general meetings would be appreciated so 

please plan on attending and check the website for the date. 

Continue to do your rain dances but don’t sing the blues! 

See you in the yard!! 

Commodore 

Peggy Larson 

Being a good sailor is all about being able to adapt to the vari-
ous wind and weather conditions that challenge us. Sometimes 
the wind is right on our nose, coming from the direction that we 
want to go, so we might have to change our plans and travel a 
different direction. In doing so we may discover something that 
we would not have otherwise found. 

This lesson of adapting may well apply to LYSA this year with-
out water in our Lake. I am hoping that our members will still 
come out to the Lake and enjoy our wonderful clubhouse. We 
have to adapt to not being able to hop on our boats for a sun-
set cruise or the anticipation of our fun Thursday night races. 
Instead I hope we can find some new ways to enjoy our facili-
ties and our friendships. To help those with a competitive 
streak I want to get some yard games going, like volleyball, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Vice Commodore 

Jay Sousa 
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Vice Commodore 

Jay Sousa 

 Well, in case you have not heard there will be no 
2015 LYSA Regatta this year on account of no water. So 
sorry. However, in case anyone is interested, Folsom Lake 
Yacht Club may be hosting a regatta on the same dates. 
More details to follow. 

 Also, sadly Fresno Yacht Club has also cancelled 
their High Sierra Regatta scheduled for July 11-12 and 
July 18-19, 2015. However, the Gold Country Yacht Club 
will host an alternate High Sierra Regatta on Scott’s Flat 
Lake on July 11 and 12th, for small boats. 

 The good news is that our Shrimp Feed is still on 
target for June 27th. Tickets should be available soon. 
Please sell as many tickets as possible especially since 
we won’t have any revenue this year from our Regatta. 
The plans for the Shrimp Feed are coming along nicely, 
thanks to many volunteers.  

 Even though there will be no Regatta, we are still 
having a tee-shirt design contest. The shirts will be sold at 
the Shrimp Feed instead of at the Regatta. The designs 
can still be in the theme of the Regatta and/or the Shrimp 
Feed. The design usually goes on the back of the shirt 
with our logo or burgee on the front pocket. The winner of 
the contest will be judged by the LYSA membership. 
There will be a prize for the winner. Please bring your de-
signs to the General Meeting on Tuesday, April 14, 2015. 
The potluck starts at 6:30 and the meeting at 7:00. See 
you at our next meeting. 

Past Commodore 

Suzanne Johnson 

lawn darts and croquet. Maybe we can get a season long 
tournament going with some of these activities on Thurs-
day nights and have awards at our end of season party in 
October. I could definitely see the Hardenfast crew tearing 
it up on the volleyball court! 

Diane and I will be bringing our kayaks out and it might be 
fun if other members had kayaks as well. Kayaking is fun 
and is a nice workout. Speaking of getting a little exercise 
maybe we could plan some LYSA day hike outings or 
maybe even a group campout in the Sierra’s. Pinecrest 
Lake would be a good option and we might be able to 
bring some small boats for some sailing! 

Even though we won’t have water we are lucky to live 
close by to a number of other sailing venues like the Bay 
and the Delta so maybe some weekend trips to those ar-
eas would help fill our sailing urges.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Port Captain 

John Larson 

By the time you get this in the news letter, Pier 1 will have 

been refitted - all the wood and bracing work will have been 

completed. Moorings will come at a later date, cleats are the 

item. 

Next on the work list is Pier 3, the second one on the right as 

you head out on the walk way. Replacement of support wood 

and decking are on that refit list. Please stay off of the Pier 

altogether. 

Pier 4 has, at the minimum, support pilings to replace. So as 

the same with Pier 3, please stay off the Pier and out of the 

work areas, as a “Man -overboard” in this case would mean 

hitting Mother earth and not part of Neptune’s Kingdom 

Realm, and possible damage to our Piers as well. 

Please contact our Treasurer Diane Sousa if you are not on 

the “Move Up List” and you want to change your berth loca-

tion. I will be contact with people on the list in the month of 

May. By that time I will have a good handle on what is avail-

able. I’ll start at the top of the list and work my way down. 

Thank you for your support. 

Again, pray for snow! Lots of it. 

Captain John E. Larson (Ret) 

USMM Master Mariner 

Unfortunately it looks as though our prayers for rain and 

snow were not heard this year. We can still however look to 

some great get togethers out at the clubhouse. Your board is 

presently discussing functions that will keep the fun going. 

Movienights, BBQ s , maybe a couple Sunday brunches are 

things being discussed. If any of you have any ideas of what 

you would like, let the Board know. 

I'm happy to say the clubhouse reservation process is work-

ing fine and there are a number of private parties scheduled.  

If you would like to reserve the club house, please be sure to 

contact me so I can put it on my calendar and we don’t have 

conflicting events.  

House Captain 

Thom Grimaldi 
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Secretary 

Chris Martin 

LYSA Membership Meeting Call to Order:  A regular 
meeting of the LYSA Membership was held on March 
10, 2015. The meeting convened at 7:06 pm, Commo-
dore Peggy Larson presiding. A sign-in sheet was 
circulated. Thirty members attended. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes were read by Chris Martin. Corrections: Matt Loeffler’s name was misspelled. Also, in-
clude information regarding correspondence and conversation with Gordie Nash (El Toro class president) – LYSA 
has been offered the 2018 El Toro Senior National Championship (North American Championship), proposed dates 
July 6, 7, and 8. The information will be included as an addendum to the January minutes. 

Motion: Moved by John Larson to approve minutes with corrections, seconded by Thom Grimaldi. Motion carried. 

 

Reports - Actions - Discussions:  Commodore, Peggy Larson: Welcomed members to the meeting. Invited Board / 
Committee Members to report.  

 

Treasurer, Diana Sousa: Communications: None. Budget report distributed to members and reviewed: 74% of mem-
bers have paid, 77% of slips are paid. Slip fees are due by 3/2. If not paid, the slip will be released. 

 

Vice Commodore, Jay Sousa: Peg stated Tim Jansen passed away. Jay explained Ruth stated the family did not want 
mention of Tim’s passing. Jay stated he is interested in promoting events. Members need to get info to Jay in a 
timely manner.  Also, if Members respond to an LYSA email, Board members may not check the account, it is not 
closely moderated. 

Darrell Sorensen stated that he would be ok with handling the calendar, as long as items are submitted in writing. He 
requested that when someone sends an email regarding an event, they be specific about the details. 

 

House Captain, Thom Grimaldi: Communication: None. Improvements - Thom will post / build a sign for the front. 

 

Secretary, Chris Martin: Communication: None. Question: request to have newsletter mailed to member. Peg asked to 
have newsletter posted. 

 

Cruise and Social Captain, Matt Loeffler: Social: Future events: Saturday, March 14 – St. Patrick’s dinner; April 4 – 
Chili cook-off; December – Christmas Dinner 

 

Cruising: April 9-12 Strictly Sail. Alameda cruise afterward. See the Oakland Yacht Club, Interclub race 2nd Saturday of 
the month April through September. D-Dam – detention dam near Los Banos, good place for Hobies and dinghys. 
Rustic campground. Father’s Day Weekend Delta Doo Dah 6/21. 

 

Jr. Sailing Committee, Matt Loeffler: Getting emails now from interested sail-campers. Sail Camp still in planning. Dis-
cussion of how to use the floating docks, use dinghys, rely on El Toros and Lasers. (Turlock Jr. ROTC – interested in 
a 2 wk program). 

 

Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright: Race fees to go up a small amount. 

 

Past Commodore, Suzanne Johnson: Suzanne will ask Board Members to serve as Regatta and Shrimp Feed Com-
mittee Chairs and will ask Chairs to report out at future meetings. Jay offered to publicize events. 

Regatta: Recommendation to cancel rather than delay due to other organizations’ calendars. Get the word out that the 
regatta is cancelled. Mike Strealy has a list of racers, Suzanne will contact him to have him notify them. 

 

Shrimp Feed: Committee formed, Mike is working on tickets. Pre-sell tickets as much as possible, discourage tickets at 
the door, in order to have an accurate count. Event date 6/27. Thom – banner on G Street, Peg confirmed Pat Dahl-
strom with Uke and Reed. Deb Hardin centerpieces, Jerry wine, Dennis will cook shrimp, Peg Raffle, happy to have 
volunteers. Use the money that you would pay for racing to purchase and donate a Raffle item. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Lake Yosemite Sailing Association 
(LYSA) 

MINUTES 

Membership and Board Meetings 

Meeting Date: February 10, 2015 
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Regatta t-shirt design contest now moved to shrimp feed design, sell at least 50, judging at April meeting. 

 

Port Captain, John Larson: First pier on the right is almost completed. 3, 2nd one on the right there’s a big split. Vertical 
piers on #4 that are being replaced. Water and electricity is working properly. Stay off the dock completely. 

 

Commodore, Peggy Larson: Committee / Board Members were thanked.  

 

Old Business:  - None 

 

New Business: Discussion of refund of fees: Dennis – Requested a refund to members who have paid their fees. Diane 
– it’s a nightmare to refund and it would take away most of the fund to work on the dock.. We can get work done 
when there’s no water. Paid members will be credited for next year. The majority of slip fees are $95. Saving money 
on launch permits – they aren’t going to charge for them. There will still be a fee charged to enter the Lake. 

Motion: Moved by Suzanne Johnson to not refund fees, seconded by Diane Sousa. Motion carried. 

Discussion of fencing off the docks: Tim Hardin – Asked if we should fence off the docks? Diane - we have a separate 
dock policy. No Action. 

Saturday April 25, Craig Anderson, all day and night, birthday party at the house 60th birthday. 

 

The Good of the Order: - None 

 

Adjournment:   The next LYSA General Membership meeting will be held Tuesday, April 14, 2015. Potluck at 6:30 pm, 
Meeting at 7:58 pm. 

Motion: Moved by Dennis to adjourn, and seconded by John Larson. Motion carried. Membership meeting was ad-
journed at 8:29. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

LYSA Board Meeting Call to Order:  A regular meeting of the LYSA Board was held on March 10, 2015.  The meeting 
convened at 8:12 pm, Commodore Peggy Larson presiding. 

 

Members in attendance: Members of the Board in attendance:  Commodore: Peggy Larson, Vice Commodore: Jay 
Sousa, Past Commodore: Suzanne Johnson, Secretary: Chris Martin, Treasurer: Diane Sousa, House Captain, 
Thom Grimaldi, Port Captain: John Larson, Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler, Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright. 

Members not in attendance: None. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes were read by members and approved with corrections as noted in the General Meeting. 

Commodore, Peggy Larson: Invited Board Members to report: 

Treasurer, Diana Sousa: The Treasurer’s report was presented at the General Meeting. Slip fees will not be refunded 
as approved by Member acclimation. The Board will discuss slip fees at the future budget meeting. 5/1 to 9/30 and 
10/1 through 4/30 are the two seasons. Winter storage or Summer storage. Storage is by lottery. Important to let 
members know that summer storage is available. Lottery will be conducted by the Dock Captain / Port Captain, John 
Larson. 

Vice Commodore, Jay Sousa: No additional information presented to the Board. 

House Captain, Thom Grimaldi: None 

Secretary, Chris Martin: No additional information presented to the Board. 

Cruise and Social Captain & Jr. Sailing Committee, Matt Loeffler: No additional information presented to the Board.  

Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright: No additional information presented to the Board. 

Past Commodore, Suzanne Johnson: No additional information presented to the Board. 

Port Captain, John Larson: No additional information presented to the Board. 

Commodore, Peggy Larson: No additional information presented to the Board. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: None 

The Good of the Order: None 

 

Adjournment:   The LYSA Board meeting was adjourned at 8:33. 

 

________________________________   _____________________________ 

Secretary       Date of Approval 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Attorney Services of Merced 
Edward A. Dietz 

209.383.3233 Office@82LSN.com 

Local Counties: Merced - Madera - Stanislaus - San Joaquin - Mariposa 

833 W. 22nd Street, Merced - www.82LSN.com  

Statewide & National Service 

Process Service, Small Claims, 

Evictions & More 

 Cruise/Social Capt. 

Matt Loeffler 

2015 Calendar of Events 
April 
4 4th Annual Chili Fest, Dinner at 6.  Bring your best Chili 
 for the competition. 
9-12 Strictly Sail Pacific (Jack London Square)  
10-12 Bring your boat to Jack London Square, first cruise 
18-19 49th Camellia Cup Regatta, Folsom Lake. Register via US 
Sailing 
 
May 
2 LYSA Opening Day 
7 LYSA Thursday Night Summer Series Begins 
16-17 LYSA Spring Regatta— CANCELLED 
30  Jack & Jill Race 
 
June 
20 Dick Gardener One Design 
27  Open House/Shrimp Feed 
TBA  Delta Doo Dah.  This will be mid-June; we want to coin-

 cide with the Isleton Blues Festival 
 
July 
4 Independence Day Potluck BBQ & Fun Sail, Dinner 6 PM 
11-12 High Sierra Regatta, small boat at Huntington Lake 
18  Dick Gardener One Design 
18-19 High Sierra Regatta, large boat at Huntington Lake 
TBA Special Needs Sailing Day 
 
August 
8 Dick Gardener One Design 
 
September 
5-7 Delta trip 
12 Dick Gardener One Design 
 
October  
6-12 Fleet Week SF Bay 
10-12 Monterey Trip 
24 Halloween End of Year Party / Election / Dinner / Awards 
 
December 
12 Christmas Party (depending Fish and Game building) 
 
January 
1 Frostbite Regatta 

Hello everyone. 

Leprechauns dropped off kettles of good cheer at the lake 

for our St. Patties day dinner.  We had a perfect amount of 

Corned Beef and Cabbage, and of course there were 

plenty of festively green and outrageously good desserts.  

Thanks to all that attended, especially Jay Sousa for all 

the help getting started also Diana Sousa, and Linda 

Sorensen for helping with the cleanup.  The only thing we 

needed was that mischievous Leprechaun stole all of the 

water from the lake.  Perhaps dropping some green beer 

would help appease him enough to refill for us. 

The next event will be on the 4th, that’s like real soon.  I 

reminded everyone to get your Chili recipes up and tested 

for that is the day of our annual chili cook off.  Please 

show up and bring either a chili or a dessert.  Dinner start-

ing at 6 sounds good.  If you need to heat anything up get 

there earlier.  Remember our stove has two small burners, 

and two large.   

See you at the lake. 

 It's time to get your Chili recipes up and tested for 
this Saturday, the 4th of April, the day of our annual 

chili cook off. 
Please join us and bring either chili, a side dish 

or a dessert. 
Dinner starts at 6, If you need to heat anything up get 

there earlier I'll show up a couple hours early.  Re-
member our stove has two small burners, and two 

large that are all kind of close together.  The oven is 
good for anything you need too.  
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1977 Chrysler 22 
 

Pop Top, Swing Keel. Honda 8 hp 4 Stroke Out-
board (1992). Main Sail, six assorted Jibs and Spin-

naker (not shown). EZ Loader Galvanized Trailer 
(1985), Bimini & assorted covers, stereo, many up-
grades & extras, overall in very good dry working 

condition, well cared for. $6,000 OBO. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make an offer or questions, call 
Amy@ (209) 769-9117 or  

Tim @ (209) 722-5239 hm or (209) 617-3369 (cell). 

In the interest of sharing information the following is 
provided so you can plan appropriately: 

For more detailed information go to the specific club's website.  

 
LYSA’s Spring Regatta, May 16-17, is CANCELLED. The 
Folsom Lake Yacht Club has offered to host the regatta on 
Folsom Lake on the same dates, but no word yet on hold-
ing an alternate regatta.  
 
Fresno Yacht Club's 'High Sierra Regatta', July 11-12 & 
18-19, is CANCELLED. The Gold Country Yacht Club will 
host an alternate High Sierra Regatta on Scotts Flat Lake 
on July 11-12 for small boats. 

This month I have a little more news about Jr. Sailing.  

Darrell ordered some new brackets for the floating docks. 

We are going to utilize them, after consulting the dock cap-

tain, for this summer’s classes.  We are planning on put-

ting the new brackets on the outward side of the main 

floater and rotating some fingers out for day storage to 

accommodate the Lasers, and El Toro’s.  We will not be 

leaving the boats in the water, the slips will just be used to 

dock during the day and all will be back to normal when 

we get water again. 

Another bit of news to report.  A couple weeks ago I got a 

phone call from Daniel Spencer, a past sailing camper.  

He was working on the “I Love Merced” campaign and 

asked if the club would like to have a table to show off our 

programs.  I contacted the board members, and they said 

go ahead.   

Darrell and I picked up a couple El Toro’s, and a Laser, 

printed off a bunch of sail camp fliers and headed out to 

Applegate Park last Saturday.  The event went from 2 to 4; 

we had quite a few folks interested in these boats flying 

sails in the middle of the park.  We passed out a bunch of 

the fliers, and had even more kids taking dry sailing rides 

on the boats.  Every face that came up to us was smiling, 

and a lot of photos were taken by proud parents.  Many of 

the kids were kind of young, but they are growing and 

there were some older kids that dragged their parents over 

to look at what we had to offer. 

Dates will be: 

June 22 – 26      July 6 – 10  

July 13 – 17      July 20 – 24      July 27 – 31  

Prices will be the same as when Jay started the program, 

and remind people that ask you, we do have scholarships 

 Junior Sailing 

Matt Loeffler 

LYSA has been invited to participate in the 49th Ca-
mellia Cup Regatta to be held at Folsom Lake, April 
18-19, 2015. See below for additional information 
regarding event cancellations and opportunities. 

[Photo of Folsom Lake Marina at 452 feet, 600+ slips]  



8 

 
 

23’ Venture/MacGregor 
“Will O The Whisp” 

Job transfer forces sale. Cutter Rigged, Swing Keel, 
New Gel Coat ($3000 spent), New wiring. Includes 

2 jibs, main, restored and repainted trailer. $4200 or 
best offer. Jon 559-217-6222 

 
 

 

 

Windmill #821 Second Wind 

Built by Jimmy Haugen, Minneapolis MN 1964 
Since I acquired her in 2008, the following has been 
done: New Okoume marine plywood bottom,sides, 
thwarts and full length air tanks added. New dag-

gerboard, almost complete re-rigging, mast spread-
ers, whisker pole launcher, new North Sails 2011. 
$1100.  Fixer upper trailer available at no charge. 

Darrell Sorensen,  (209) 233-9799 
 

Buccaneer 18'  

Just refurbished and ready to race. Main, jib and  

trailer. $1,575.00 Dave Mosher 559 673 2344 cell 

559-240-9003. 

Also, a Capri 14.2 that is ready to go. 


